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The Wide Receivers: 


Quality Must Overcome Inexperience 


by John Barnes 


Split ends and flankers 
have little playing time but 
have demonstrated skills 


s the Alabama football team reached 
A halfway point of spring drills, all 
indications point to Bama returning 
one of the most experienced teams in recent 
memory. Starters return at almost every po- 
sition, including quarterback, tailback, full- 
back and the entire offensive line. 
However, at the two wide receiver posi- 
tions, flanker and split end, the situation is 


different. Gone are Toderick Malone, Curtis 
Brown and Chad Key. The trio accounted for 
more than two-thirds of the Tide's receiving 
yards in 1995, Both Alabama Head Coach 
Gene Stallings and rookie Receivers Coach 
Dabo Swinney have spent the spring taking 
a long, hard look at the position. 

A bevy of talented youngsters will vie for 
playing time at split end and flanker. The 
group is long on talent, but painfully short 
on experience. Of the six battling for a spot 
in the Tide rotation, only Marcell West has 
seen appreciable playing time. 

“People look at the receiver position on 
this team and they see it as a weakness,” 
said West. “We've all talked about it and 
we're going to use it to our advantage. It's a 
challenge and it will help to motivate us.” 

Aside from West, the competition includes 
walk-on junior Chad Goss, best known for 
his 49-yard reception of a pass from punter 
Hayden Stockton on a trick play against 
Vanderbilt last year; sophomores Calvin 
Hall, Michael Feagin, and Michael Vaughn; 
and redshirt freshman Shamari Buchanan. 

Although the flanker and split end posi- 
tions are viewed as similar, there are subtle 
differences. The flanker is a back, and 
Alabama has been known to use its flankers 
as runners from time-to-time. Generally 
speaking, Alabama likes its split ends to be a 
little larger, the better to block down field 
on running plays. 

First-year receivers coach Dabo Swinney 
certainly has his work cut out for him. The 
former graduate assistant sees a great deal of 
talent, but freely admits that of the group, 
only West is ready for Southeastern 
Conference competition. 

“We've got some quality guys out there,” 
said Swinney. “But other than Marcell, they 
have no real playing time (as receivers). If 
we had to play a game tomorrow, we'd be in 
real trouble, because they're just not ready 
yet. But that's what spring practice is for. 
Marcell and Calvin come the closest because 
they have the most experience, but some of 
these other guys have a lot of talent and the 


Calvin Hall (83) has been injury-plagued in the 
past with a foot problem, but there are no signs 
of any repercussions from those ailments this 
spring, Hall has had an exceptional performance 
through the first half of spring training and is 
the leader at split end. 
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race is wide open as far as I'm concerned. By 
the time they report in August, we should 
have a pretty good idea of where we stand.” 


would draw the start at flanker with Hall 

at split end. Much could change, 
though, prior to Bama’s season opener with 
Bowling Green on August 31. 

West, 5-11, 180, is by far the most experi- 
enced of the Tide receivers. The fifth-year 
senior from Niceville, Florida, is best re- 
membered for his clutch touchdown recep- 
tions against Tennessee and Auburn in 
1994, His first-ever catch for Bama was a 29- 
yard catch-and-run against the Vols in 
Knoxville in Bama’s 17-13 victory. He had a 
49-yard touchdown catch in the Tide's 21-14 
win over Auburn. West is confident he is the 
leader for the starting job at flanker, but he’s 
taking nothing for granted. Last year he had 
11 receptions for 108 yards and also had 
two carries on the end-around for five yards. 
He led the Tide in kickoff returns with 13 
run-backs for 297 yards, a 22.8 yards-per- 
carry average. 

“I'm trying to use the experience I have to 
my advantage,” said West. “But I have not 
been told I'm the starter, so I'm working 
hard to continue to improve. I've waited my 
whole career for this and I'm going to do ev- 
erything I can to get better. As far as the rest 
of the guys go, they're a good group. Calvin 
is tall and fast, Shamari is big and fast, 
Feagin, Vaughn and Chad Goss are great 
athletes. We're all going to be here over the 
summer and we are dedicated to working 
together every day to get better.” 

Although Swinney concedes that West is 
the most experienced of the group, he is 
hesitant to to proclaim him the starter just 
yet. “Marcell is the senior and has the expe- 
rience,” said Swinney. “He probably will be 
the starter, but he’ being pushed a little by 
Feagin and Goss. As things stand right now, 
he'd be our number one go-to guy because 
of knowledge of the offense and his ability 
to read coverages, but things can change.” 
Its a close call between West and soph de- 
fensive back Fernando Bryant as to who is 
the fastest Alabama football player. Both 
have been timed in the 4.3 range in the 40- 
yard dash. 

At split end, Calvin Hall appears to have a 
slight edge over the inexperienced Vaughn 
and Buchanan. At 6-4, 190, Hall is tall 
enough to out-leap defensive backs. 
Although he played in four games in 1995, 
he did not have a reception. He suffered a 
broken foot and was sidelined for the re- 
mainder of the season. He had suffered a 


I: the Tide were to play tomorrow, West 
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Alabama coaches believe that Michael Vaughn (22) has a chance to be a special football player at 
Alabama, Although the sophomore was not used as a pass receiver in his freshman year, he is challeng- 
ing to be a major player in 1996. 


similar injury last spring, missing most work 
last year. 

A native of Gallatin, Tennessee, Hall was 
the state’s top receiver prospect in 1993 and 
was redshirted in 1994. Swinney thinks Hall 
may be one of the best kept secrets on the 
team. “Calvin has got more experience than 
most people think,” said Swinney. “He's 


Barry Fikes Photo 
worked some with the older guys and was 
going to be a part of our offense last year 
prior to his injury. His height is a temen- 
dous asset. He's got a pretty good under- 
standing of what we're trying to do offen- 
sively. | feel really pretty comfortable with 
Calvin and with what he's doing. So we've 
got a fair amount of experience with him 


if 


and with Marcell, but it's the back-ups we're 
going to have to bring around pretty quick if 
we're going to be solid at that position.” 


he back-ups-Goss, Buchanan, 
“Tie and Feagin-all share the feel- 

ing that a break here or there could 
propel them into the starting lineup, or at 
the very least, into a role as as a third down 
possession man. All are excellent athletes 
with different attributes. There is little doubt 
that all will play; how much is the question. 

Both Vaughn and Feagin saw fairly exten- 
sive playing time in 1995, primarily on spe- 
cial teams. Vaughn, 6-1, 185, an all-state 
performer as a prep star at Clarksdale 
(Mississippi) High School, led the team in 
punt returns last year, averaging 5.1 yards 
on each of his 15 carries. Although he had a 
few plays at wide receiver, he was never the 
target of an Alabama pass. Feagin, an all- 
state running back and defensive back at 
Greenville, finished second to West in kick- 
off returns with 11, averaging 16.9 yards. 
Feagin, 5-9, 172, saw some limited action in 
the Tide secondary. 

Goss was also a member of most special 
teams. He had one punt return for seven 
yards, The 5-11, 175-pounder from Warner 
Robins, Georgia, ranks with West and Davis 
asa speed merchant. 

Buchanan is the biggest of the Alabama 
wide receivers at 6-2, 223, but he has 
demonstrated good speed and the ability to 
catch the football. He spent time with the 
Crimson Tide scout team last year, although 
he probably spent more time in the training 
room with nagging injuries than he did on 
the practice field. He's from Douglas High 
School in Atlanta. 


side from Swinney, no one is in a 
A=« position to observe the devel- 

opment of Tide receivers than quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens. Poised to enter 
his first full season as Bama's starter, 
Kitchens feels good about the group. 
Although he will miss Malone, Brown and 
Key, he knows the talent is there and that 
the best players will be on the field. 

“From what I've seen, they’re a good 
group,” said Kitchens. “Like everybody else, 
I wish they had a little more experience, but 
by the time the tough part of our schedule 
rolls around, they should be all right. You 
know, they're young guys. Calvin Hall has a 
good nose for the ball and is a good, tall re- 
ceiver. Marcell has great speed and has made 
some big catches for us in the past. I'll miss 
Curtis, Toderick and Chad, especially 
Toderick because we've played together 


8 


One area where walk-on football players have a chance to help is wide receiver. Chad Goss (11) had 
most of his playing time last year as a member of special teams, but also hauled in a 49-yard pass re- 
ception on a fake punt situation. He is one of Alabama’ fastest football players. 


since we were little kids. 1 don’t think there 
will be a lack of people for me to throw to. 
We've got two of the best tight ends in the 
country (Rod Rutledge and Patrick Hape) 
and the rest of the guys have a great combi- 
nation of size and speed. We'll be fine.” 

Although Kitchens seems unconcerned, 
Swinney’s optimism is more cautious.The 
first-year coach certainly has his work cut 
out for him. Turning raw, young talent into 
SEC-caliber players would be a challenge for 
even the most experienced coach. 

“Anyone who doesn’t enjoy a challenge 
needs to be in another line of work,” said 
Swinney. “There is no doubt these guys have 
what it takes to be good. Are they ready for 
the SEC? Right now | would have to say no. 
But by the time the season gets here, things 
should be better. We've got the talent and the 
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numbers. I can think of a number of schools 
who would like to be in our position. We've 
got six guys capable of getting the job done 
and another one coming in the fall. Its like 
anything else: you learn by doing it.” 

The one who will arrive in the fall is in- 
coming freshman Tim Bowens. Initially, the 
highly-touted receiver/defensive back 
looked like an automatic redshirt. One of 
only twelve freshmen signed by the Tide, 
Bowens may get a look after all. At 6-1, 195, 
Bowens has the size, the speed and the 
hands to work his way into the rotation. 

Although short on experience, the group 
of split ends and flankers has quality and 
quantity. Six players, each with his own set 
of skills. With a little luck and a lot of hard 
work, third and long may not be so scary 
after all. 
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Spring Update: 


First Comes The Identification 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide coaches will take top 
players and start to put 
in schemes in April 


ound up the usual suspects, only do 
R: in half the time. Those weren't ex- 
ctly the instructions of Alabama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings to his assistant 
coaches at the beginning of spring training, 
but Stallings did say that he was going to 
make a change in practice procedure this 
spring, and he's on his way to getting that 
change made. In the past, Stallings has 
wanted Alabama coaches to know at the 
conclusion of spring training who the top 
two players are at each position. And when 
Bama reached the halfway point of spring 
training, Stallings said he wasn’t too con- 
cerned about the depth chart. “It doesn't 
matter until next fall,” he said. 

However, with 17 starters and a number of 
top back-up performers coming back from 
the 1995 team, Stallings felt his coaches al- 
ready had a pretty good idea of those who 
will be able to make a contribution in 1996. 
Therefore, he has made plans to use the sec- 
ond half of spring training, which begins 
April 3 (after The University’s spring break) 
and ends April 12 to begin putting in the of- 
fensive and defensive schemes that will be 
used next fall. “Maybe that will help us get 
off to a little quicker start than we have in 
the past,” Stallings said. Those players who 
are first and second will get the bulk of 
work in the final half of spring practice. 

However, there are positions where there 
are not two clear-cut leaders. In some cases, 
such as tailback, that’s good. Even with 
Brian Steger having been suspended from 
the team for spring training, the Tide ap- 
pears to have four quality halfbacks: Dennis 
Riddle, Curtis Alexander, Shaun Alexander 
and Montoya Madden. Stallings also said, 
“There are still a couple of positions I'm 
worried about. We've just got to get better.” 

For the most part, Alabama work in the 
first half of spring training has been very 
good, Alabama has used eight of the allotted 
15 practices and two of the practices that are 
mandated as less than full gear. Those prac- 
tices are euphemistically known as “shorts” 
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Veteran Alabama Defensive Line Coach Mike Dubose, beginning his first year as defensive coordinator 
of the Crimson Tide, has an experienced group of players to direct, and it is no surprise that the de- 


fense has done well in the first half of spring training. 


days, but the players wear helmets and 
shoulder pads and can theoretically accom- 
plish just about everything that is done in a 
full gear practice. Unfortunately, Stallings 
has noted that the players don't appear to 
have the same intensity in a practice that is 
not in full gear, and that has disturbed him. 
“We don’t get as much done,” he said. “And 
we can't afford to waste a day.” 


hat was evident in the final two days 
| of practice before the break. Stallings 
was not happy with a less-than-full- 
gear day on March 20, even repeating one 
drill that particularly displeased him. As had 
been the case throughout the spring (and 
has been the case in just about every 
Alabama spring training for decades), the 
defense was ahead of the offense, but 
Stallings saw a glimmer of some offensive 
improvement in the final drill of the day. 
When the Tide returned on March 21 for 
its final practice before the break, Bama 
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players put their head coach in a good 
mood. Stallings put the team through a 65- 
play scrimmage and afterwards said he felt 
better about the team. 

“I feel better about the offense because we 
made some plays,” Stallings said, “I know 
the defense is going to be okay. I'm not wor- 
tied about that. What I wanted to see were 
some plays by the offense, and we got them. 
The young receivers made some catches, the 
quarterbacks got rid of the ball, and Curtis 
(Alexander), Dennis (Riddle) and Montoya 
(Madden) all ran well.” (Shaun Alexander, 
who has had a very good spring at halfback, 
missed the practice in order to go to his 
home in Kentucky, where his mother was to 
under go surgery.) 

Stallings was also pleased with the effort of 
the team. “There was some pretty good hit- 
ting out there,” he said. “We had a lot of en- 
thusiasm. | thought the guys were going at it 
pretty well on the practice field. | feel a lot 
better after that practice than if we'd had the 


break alter Wednesday's practice.” Overall, 
he said, “We've gotten something accom- 
plished.” 

The head coach said, “We'll lose a little 
momentum on the break, but hopefully 
we'll get some people well.” Stallings said he 
would prefer to be able to go straight 
through with practice, but the school calen- 
dar makes that impractical. He would either 
have to start after spring break, which 
would have the team on the practice field 
during final examinations, or start so early 
in the winter that weather could be a factor. 
“But,” he added, “I'd rather be coaching at 
Alabama where we have to break than 
coaching somewhere else where you could 
go straight through.” 

The first half of spring has been relatively 
injury-free, although a couple of offensive 
linemen were injured during the final prac- 
tice. Center John Causey suffered bruised 
ribs and should be full speed when practice 
resumes. Offensive guard Jeremy 
Pennington suffered a strained knee in a 
freak accident. He was on the sidelines 
when a play piled up around him. Stallings 
said his injury was the type that might 
cause a player to miss a couple of games 
during the season, but that the time off 
might enable him to recover and resume 
work after the break. Defensive end Darrell 
Blackburn had suffered an elbow injury in 
Wednesday's practice, but was back on the 
practice field Thursday. Defensive tackle 
Eric Kerley has missed some work with a 
turned ankle, offensive tackle Joel Holliday 
has been slowed by a calf injury, and offen- 


sive guard Will Friend had a slight knee 
strain. 


the performance of the wide receivers 

corps in the final workout, as he has 
been throughout the spring, Stallings said, 
“We're going to have some pretty good re- 
ceivers.” He said that Michael Vaughn, 
Calvin Hall, Marcell West and Chad Goss all 
did a good job in the last scrimmage, and 
noted that Vaughn “makes plays every time 
we get the ball to him. He likes to practice 
and he likes to play.” 

Quarterback Lance Tucker was used pri- 
marily in some goalline work in the last 
scrimmage and got the Tide into the end 
zone on every opportunity. In the regular 
scrimmage work Warren Foust was the first 
quarterback and hit five of seven passes; 
Freddie Kitchens was second and hit nine of 
14 passes; John David Phillips hit two of his 
three tries. “I thought they all made some 
good plays,” Stallings said. Foust appears to 
have moved solidly into the number two 
spot behind Kitchens. 

The news about this team is mostly good. 
At fullback, an area that lacks in depth, Ed 
Scissum seems much improved and Trevis 
Smith, a converted linebacker, has given 
good effort, Tide coaches have ben quite 
pleased with the showing of three new offen- 
sive linemen, redshirted freshmen Michael 
Moore (playing left guard and getting a little 
work at center), left tackle Chris Samuels 
and right tackle Jason McDonald. McDonald 
isn't likely to move ahead of Pete DiMario, 


S tallings was particularly pleased with 


but Moore at guard and Samuels at left tack- 
le have the size and athletic ability to make a 
run at first team. Brenon Meadows, who 
spent last fall on the scout team after trans- 
ferring from Louisville, has also done well at 
guard and center. He was a two-year starter 
in Coach Howard Schnellenberger’s pro-style 
ollense and his pass-blocking experience 
from those days is evident. 

The defensive front may not have the 
depth of past years, but the starters should 
be fine. Kerley’s injury forced the Tide to 
work junior college transfer Michael Myers 
primarily at tackle, although it is believed 
Myers is more suited to end. 

Strongside linebacker Ralph Staten was 
also suspended for the spring, which has 
put Tyrell Buckner-ordinarily a middle 
linebacker-getting some work at strongside. 
Fernando Davis has had a big spring at mid- 
dle linebacker. It is not a surprise that weak- 
side linebacker Dwayne Rudd has been out- 
standing. 

The big concern in the secondary prior to 
the start of drills was depth. All four starters 
return from last year. A number of back-ups 
have been very impressive, including one 
completely unexpected. Strong safety Eric 
Turner, who left the team early last fall, has 
returned for a fifth and final year. Other big 
surprises have been safety Kelvin Sigler and 
cornerback Thomas Hill. 

Stallings is still concerned about finding a 
placekicker. Ryan Pflugner has been most 
consistent, but no one has pleased Stallings 
every day. He has been satisfied with the 
punting of Hayden Stockton. 


1996 Spring Football Depth Chart 


Here is a guess at how Alabama's depth chart has taken shape in the first half of spring training. Every player taking part in 
spring drills is not listed, nor is strongside linebacker Ralph Staten or tailback Brian Steger, both of whom were suspended for 


the spring but who could return in the fall. 


OFFENSE 


Split End—Calvin Hall, Michael Vaughn, Shamari Buchanan 
Left Tackle-Sage Spree, Joel Holliday, Chris Samuels 
Left Guard-Michael Moore, Will Friend, Jeremy Pennington 


Center—John Causey, Brenon Meadows 


Right Guard-Laron White, Michael Ray, Josh Swords, Chris Sign 
Right Tackle-Pete DiMario, Jason McDonald, Chris Jordan 

Tight End-Patrick Hape, Rod Ruuedge Rhett Crutchfield 
Quarterback-Freddie Kitchens, Warren Foust, Lance Tucker, 


John David Phillips 


Tailback—Dennis Riddle , Curtis Alexander, Shaun Alexander, 


Montoya Madden 
Fullback—Ed Scissum, Trevis Smith 
Flanker-Marcell West, Chad Goss, Michael Feagin 


Punter-Hayden Stockton, Daniel Pope 


DEFENSE 


Left End—Chris Hood, Anthony Dowdell, Reggie Grimes 
Left Tackle-Ozell Powell, Michael Myers, Matt Harrison, Chris Warren 
Right Tackle-Fric Kerley, Kelvin Moore, Shawn Alexander 


Right End_Darrell Blackbum, Clint Waggoner, Edgar Walker 


Strong Linebacker-—John Tanks, Paul Pickett, Eddie Hunter 

Middle Linebacker-Fernando Davis, Tyrell Buckner, Chris Edwards 
Weak Linebacker-Dwayne Rudd, Steve Harris, Lamont Floyd 

Right Cornerback—Deshea Townsend, Thomas Hill, Owen Winston 


Left Comerback—Fernando Bryant, Tracy High, Marlon Reyes 


Strong Safety-Kevin Jackson, Andre Short, Eric Turner 


Safety—Cedric Samuel, Steve Stanley, Kelvin Sigler 


SPECIALISTS 


Placekicker—William Watts, Ryan Pflugner, Tom Covelli, Daniel Elder, Brian Cunningham 
Snapper—Chester Lewis (punts), Jackson Cook (placement) 


Holder—Lance Tucker “| 
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Alabama Football Schedules 


1996 Schedule 1997 Schedule 
(Tentative) 
Date Opponent Site Date Opponent 
August 31 Bowling Green Birmingham August 30 Houston 
September 7 —_ Southern Mississippi Birmingham September 6 Southern Miss 
September 14 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa September 13 @ Vanderbilt 
September 21 Arkansas Little Rock September 20 Arkansas 
October 5 Kentucky Tuscaloosa September 27 Louisiana Tech 
October 12 North Carolina State Raleigh October 4 @ Kentucky 
October 19 Mississippi Tuscaloosa October 18 Tennessee 
October 26 Tennessee Knoxville October 25 @ Mississippi 
November9 LSU Baton Rouge November 8 LSU 
November 16 Mississippi State Surkville November 15 Mississippi State 
November 23. Auburn Birmingham November 22 @ Auburn 
SEC Championship Game SEC Championship Game 
December 7 TBA Atlanta December 6 TBA @ Atlanta 
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Meet The Staff: 
- 


Tide Adds A Veteran And A Rookie 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Hallman takes over as secondary coach, while Swinney is new tutor for receivers 


labama Head Football Coach Gene 
Ait had two positions to fill on 

his staff this year, and he went in 
seemingly opposite directions in making 
those appointments. When Secondary 
Coach and Defensive Coordinator Bill 
Oliver bolted for Auburn and Quarterbacks 
Coach and Offensive Coordinator Homer 
Smith was reassigned in the athletics depart- 
ment, Stallings made some moves. Defensive 
Line Coach Mike Dubose added the defen- 
sive coordinator title, while Assistant Head 
Coach and Receivers Coach Woody 
McCorvey took over as quarterbacks coach 
and offensive coordinator. 

Then Stallings filled the vacant positions 
of secondary coach and receivers coach. On 
the defensive side, Stallings picked a veter- 
an, 48-year-old Curley Hallman. On the of- 
fensive side, Stallings picked a youngster, 
Dabo Swinney, 26. Hallman started his 
coaching career about the time Swinney 
started talking. 

Stallings said, “I am well-acquainted with 
Curley’s coaching career and | think he is a 
fine addition to our staff. He brings a wealth 
of experience and he enjoys the challenges 
of recruiting.” 

As for the selection of Swinney, Stallings 
said, “I like the way Dabo conducts himself. 
He is an enthusiastic, energetic young man 
and I like that mix for this staff.” 

When the NCAA limited the size of coach- 
ing staffs, it ended the practice of most 
schools hiring young assistant coaches, giv- 
ing them an opportunity to develop into vet- 
eran college football coaches. Stallings de- 
plores that situation and has been one of the 
few head coaches at a major program to 
bring in assistants with no previous full- 
time college coaching experience, Danny 
Pearman (who coaches Tide offensive tack- 
les) in 1992 and Swinney this year. 


he selection of Hallman was not a 
"Trt one for Stallings. Hallman 
had played for Stallings at Texas 
A&M (and starred as the Southwest 
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Conference champion Aggies defeated Paul 
Bryant's 1967 Alabama team in the Cotton 
Bowl). Additionally, Hallman, a native of 
Northport who moved back to Tuscaloosa 
County last summer, had been close to the 
Tide program the past year as a regular prac- 
tice watcher. 

Hallman, who had two head coaching vic- 
tories over Alabama teams coached by 
Stallings, has a wealth of experience. He was 
a head coach for seven years and an assistant 
for 15 years, including a four-year stint 
(1973-76) at Alabama under Bryant. 
Additionally, he spent a year as a student 
coach and a year as a volunteer coach before 
beginning his career, 

As an assistant he has worked on both the 
offensive and defensive sides in jobs at Texas 
A&M, Alabama, Memphis State and 
Clemson. He was a head coach at Southern 
Miss and at LSU. 

Hallman has experienced the highs of the 
profession. He was an assistant coach on a 
national championship team at Alabama and 
as a head coach he led Souther Miss to a 
nationally-televised victory over number 
one Florida State and wins over both 
Alabama and Auburn in the same season. He 
has also suffered the lowest low of the pro- 
fession, being fired as head coach at LSU. 
(Stallings would not be likely to hold a fir- 
ing against a coach since Stallings was re- 
leased at Texas A&M and fired by the 
Phoenix Cardinals.) 

Hallman acknowledges that he has been 
around the track a few times and adds, “I’m 
coming around again.” He hopes that he is 
on the ladder that will take him to another 
head coaching job one day. 

“Tm very excited about my situation 
here,” he said. “Alabama is one of the elite. 
There aren't a lot of Alabamas in the country 
when it comes to football reputation. It’s 
also good to be back with people I grew up 
with and with people | have worked with. 
That made the transition easy.” 

Taking a year away from coaching football 
gave Hallman an opportunity “to sit back 
and evaluate a lot of things and think 


through a lot of things. I look at it as being a 
positive for me. I'm just looking forward to 
being back in the routine of coaching,” 

The move from head coach to assistant 
coach will not be a difficult adjustment, 
Hallman said. “My ego is not such that its 
going to bother me or effect how I do my 
job,” he said, “I can become a better coach 
with learning and doing what I'm doing 
now. I'm going to work at it and enjoy it.” 

While Hallman will be most noted as 
Alabama’s secondary coach, he is also going 
to take on much of the burden of coaching 
Alabama special teams, an area that has not 
been an overall strength for the Tide in re- 
cent years. Additionally, Hallman is a proven 
recruiter who is enthusiastic about that as- 
pect of college coaching. 


ompared to Hallmans coaching re- 
( sume, Swinney’s is skimpy. It lists 

two years as a graduate assistant 
coach and one year as a graduate assistant in 
the strength and conditioning program. 
Nevertheless, he has been around Alabama 
football for a long time considering his age. 
He came to Alabama in the fall of 1988, a 
walk-on wide receiver for former Alabama 
Coach Bill Curry. He earned a scholarship 
in his final year, Alabama’s 1992 national 
championship season, graduated in May of 
1993 and went to work in the weight room 
as a graduate assistant the next month. For 
the past two years he has been a graduate as- 
sistant coach, working primarily with the 
scout team. 

As he enters his ninth year with the pro- 
gram, only one man on the coaching staff 
has been around longer: offensive line coach 
Jim Fuller. 

“The first time | met with my players is 
when it really hit me that I had this job and 
those guys were looking to me for leader- 
ship,” Swinney said. “For so long, I can te- 
member being in that same room as a player 
and waiting for Coach McCorvey or Coach 
Bowden (Tommy Bowden coached wide re- 
ceivers at Alabama under Curry) to walk in 
and lead the meeting. Now I'm doing it. 
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The newest members of the Alabama football coaching staff are Dabo Swinney (left), who will coach receivers, and Curley Hallman, who will work with de- 


fensive backs and aspects of the kicking game. 


That's when I realized that now I'm respon- 
sible for a group of guys.” 

“I'm really fortunate to be in the situation 
I'm in,” Swinney said. “The thing that I've 
got going for me is that I know the head 
coach, I know the assistant coaches, I know 
the players, I know the system in general, 
and I know what the head coach is expect- 
ing. So I'm comfortable with the system and 
the environment. I think 1 would be a lot 
more nervous if I was starting my coaching 
career at a place where everything was new. 
I'm not nervous about my situation, but I 
am anxious about it.” 

Swinney said that as a graduate assistant, 
“I was just like a full-time coach in that I 
was here every day and went to all the meet- 
ings. But I'd have to leave for an hour or so 
a few times a day to go to classes. But the re- 
sponsibility of being a full-time coach is ob- 
viously a lot greater than it is as a graduate 
assistant.” 

Swinney said his primary job is “getting 
my players to perform at a high level.” 


APRIL '96/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Swinney said the difference between being 
a Crimson Tide player and a Crimson Tide 
coach is “night and day. The big difference is 
the time factor. The players practice for a 
couple of hours and leave. As a coach, you 
start the day about 6 or 6:30 in the morning 
and you don’t leave until you get the job 
done, no matter how late at night it is. You 
don't clock in and clock out. When the 
game is over, it’s time for a coach to start all 
over again for the next week.” 

Swinney added, “On the other hand, as a 
coach you don’t have to run wind sprints.” 

As a Tide player, Swinney got most of his 
time on the field as a member of the special 
teams, but he did back up the likes of David 
Palmer and Prince Wimbley in the receiving 
rotation. For his career he had seven catch- 
es. He was also an Academic All- 
Southeastern Conference honoree. 

Swinney’s first college catch was at the 
same time a highlight and a disappointment. 
The 18-yard gain against Cincinnati in 1990 
came up just short of a touchdown as 
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Swinney was knocked out of bounds inside 
the one-yard line. Swinney said that his 
teammates kidded him about not catching 
more passes. “I always said that it was Jay's 
(quarterback Jay Barker) fault, that he al- 
ways overthrew me about a yard. But they 
said it was because I was a step slow.” 

Swinney said the highlight of his Crimson 
Tide career came in the Sugar Bowl against 
Miami at the end of the 1992 season. 
“Roman Colburn came in for me. I looked 
up at the scoreboard and saw the time re- 
maining: 2:32. It was the happiest time be- 
cause I knew that in a couple of minutes we 
were going to be national champions. But it 
was also the saddest time, because when I 
was walking off the field 1 knew it was over, 
that it was the last time I would ever play 
football.” 

But while that playing career ended, a new 
one has begun for Dabo Swinney, perhaps a 
career that will go as far as that of, for in- 
stance, Curley Hallman, who continues his 
long career as a college football coach. 
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Fernando Davis: 


Third Spring May Prove To Be Charm 


by Vincent Moore 


After three years of playing mostly on special teams, Davis leads at middle linebacker 


Tuscaloosa. Birds are singing, flowers are 

blooming, and near the Crimson Tide 
Football Complex, coaches are blowing 
whistles. That means spring practice and 
preparation for another season of Alabama 
football. 

One of the veterans on the field during 
spring training is senior linebacker 
Fernando Davis, a mild-mannered personal- 
ity off the field, an intense competitor when 
the pads and helmets go on. 

This is the third spring practice for Davis, 
and it may prove to be the charm. Most of 
his Alabama football career has been spent 
as a member of the special teams. As he ap- 


iE easy to see that spring has arrived in 


proaches his final season, he is in the thick 
of the battle for the starting job at middle 
linebacker. 

Davis is competing this spring training 
with fellow senior Tyrell Buckner for the 
starting position at middle linebacker. Davis 
feels this competition will push him to be a 
better player and knows that the battle for 
the starting role will be tough. 

“Tyrell and I came here together,” Davis 
said. “We've been competing against each 
other for the last three years. He pushes me 
and I push him. I look forward to the com- 
petition knowing that he will push me to my 
very best.” 

For the past two years Buckner and Davis 
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have been back-up performers to John 
Walters, who finished his Bama career last 
fall. 

Linebacker coach Jeff Rouzie sees a war 
that may come out of this competition be- 
tween players who have much potential and 
different playing styles. 

“It’s a really good competition,” Rouzie 
said. “Tyrell has certain strengths and 
Fernando has certain strengths. | think they 
compliment each other and I think they will 
help each other be better players. Both of 
them bring different things to the table. 
Tyrell is a big explosive guy. Fernando has 
better feet and he is a little bit better on pass 
coverage. So they compliment each other.” 

The position that Davis is trying to earn is 
one that has a lot of responsibility than just 
the obvious, making tackles and covering 
pass receivers. Davis believes he has the 
know-how and determination to play mid- 
dle linebacker. As middle linebacker, Davis 
would be the player who calls the assign- 
ments on the field, in some respects like 
being a quarterback for the defense. The 
middle linebacker takes his orders directly 
from the coach. Davis says it takes a certain 
type of player to occupy this position be- 
cause of the additional responsibilities. 

“It takes leadership and patience,” Davis 
said. “Sometimes you might have guys talk- 
ing in the huddle or there is a mistake on 
the (defensive) line, and it’s on you to get 
out to the guys what they need to know.” 


t 6-3 and 245 pounds, Davis comes 
A this season alter having his best 

year at the Capstone in a Crimson 
Tide uniform. Last season Davis turned in a 
total of 25 tackles, including one for a loss 
of four yards. He recovered one fumble in 
1995 and registered two quarterback pres- 
sures last season. 

Rouzie thinks that Davis can only get bet- 
ter as a senior, judging by how much Davis 
improved during the last several games of 
the 1995 season. 

“In his junior year he started playing some 
really good football,” Rouzie said. “He start- 
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One of the few openings on the defensive side for Alabama is that of middle linebacker, where John Walters has graduated. Senior Fernando Bryant (55) 


hopes to earn that starting spot this spring. 

ed playing well really from the Ole Miss 
game on. When John Walters got hurt 
Fernando started the LSU game for us. This 
will be his senior year and we are looking 
for good things from him.” 

Davis has learned since being at Alabama 
that a linebacker has to be tough-minded 
and determined. He said that knowing the 
role is important because linebackers take a 
lot of tough hits on the field. 

“I learned you have to be patient, you 
have to be tough,” Davis said. “You have to 
be prepared, ready to play. The position 1 
play is physical, probably the most physical 
position on the field. It has a lot of contact, 
and if you are not ready to play, you hurt 
yourself and you hurt your team.” 

Before Davis came to The Capstone to 
major in finance, the Aberdeen, Mississippi, 
native was an all-around sports star at 
Aberdeen High School. As well as being cap- 
tain of the football team; he was captain of 
the basketball team, he ran track, and 
played baseball. As a senior in high school, 
he was regarded as one of the best lineback- 
ers in the country. He was named a 
SuperPrep All-America, rated the 11th best 
linebacker in the nation. some of his other 
awards included USA Today honorable 
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mention All-America and a member of the 
‘Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen. As se- 
nior at Aberdeen High, he recorded 163 
tackles, three interceptions, four caused 
fumbles, and two fumble recoveries. He was 
selected for the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Game and was the defensive standout of the 
game for the Mississippi squad. 

Davis saw immediate action as a freshman 
at Alabama in 1993. He played on special 
teams in all 12 games, registering 15 tackles 
for the season. The highlight of his freshman 
year included a sack for a loss of nine yards 
against Southern Mississippi. He also had a 
season-best four tackles against the Golden 
Eagles. 

In his sophomore season, Davis played 10 
games on special teams and turned in 14 
tackles. Davis again had his most productive 
outing against his home-state’s Southern 
Mississippi by registering another season- 
best four tackles. 


avis came to Alabama because of the 
De of linebackers, especially 
the modern All-America stars 
Cornelius Bennett and Derrick Thomas. 


Davis wanted to have a chance to play at an 
institution with a great background of de- 


Barry Fikes Photo 
fense and winning track record. So when he 
was recruited by Alabama he jumped at the 
chance. 

“| just wanted the chance to play at 
Alabama,” Davis said. “They know how to 
win, and I love to win. | love the competi- 
tion. I came to Alabama knowing that they 
had the respect. They have a long tradition 
of linebackers and they produce great 
linebackers.” 

Davis recalled the memory of that very first 
game in a Crimson Tide uniform. He said he 
had the jitters before he went out into the 
field, but he just collected himself and went 
out and did what he was recruited for. 

“I was nervous, but I was excited,” Davis 
said. “I played on special teams and I didn't 
play that much. I was real nervous and real 
scared but I went out there and played.” 

Davis’ goals for the upcoming season in- 
clude starting and helping to bring another 
national championship to Alabama. 
Although Alabama has produced a number 
of linebackers who went on to play profes- 
sionally, the NFL is not one of Davis’ prima- 
Ty concerns. 

“If that happens it happens,” Davis said. 
“But that’s not my goal. Getting my finance 
degree is my goal.” 
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The Quarterbacks: 


Spring Goal 
Is To Solidify 
The Position 


by Kirk McNair 


Returning starter Kitchens 
is leader over Foust, 
Tucker and Phillips 


Alabama’s limited number of football 

scholarships was used to sign a quarter- 
back in February. That means that for the 
second consecutive year, Alabama will open 
practice in August with no scholarshipped 
quarterback to work with when freshmen 
report a few days before the varsity. 

However, Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings pointed out that quarterback was 
not a priority in this year’s recruiting be- 
cause the Tide has four scholarshipped 
quarterbacks in camp. As Bama opened 
spring training, Stallings said that solidify- 
ing the quarterback position would be a pri- 
ority of spring work. 

Junior Freddie Kitchens, who ended 1995 
as the Tide's starting quarterback, opened 
spring drills as number one. Behind him are 
sophomore Warren Foust, junior Lance 
Tucker and sophomore John David Phillips. 
Although each of the quarterback can 
dates was being given plenty of opportuni- 
ties to show his talents in early spring work, 
its a fact of college football practice that 
there aren't enough players or enough time 
to give real practice time to more than two 
quarterbacks, It was Stallings’ goal to identi- 
fy the top two men at each position in the 
first two weeks of spring training. In the 
second half of spring drills time was to be 
spent putting in actual game strategy. 

This spring the quarterbacks are working 
with a new coach, Woody McCorvey having 
moved from coaching the receivers to 
coaching the quarterbacks. McCorvey said 
he is excited to be coaching the signal 
callers. “It’s the position I played in college 
and the position 1 coached until I had to 
make a move to go from Division II to 
Division | when I went to Clemson,” 
McCorvey said. “I've always enjoyed it. It 
puts you in the middle, on the pulse of the 


I: was no surprise when none of 


Freddie Kitchens ended the 1995 season as 
Alabama’s number one quarterback and he 
opened spring training as the man to beat in the 
Crimson Tide quarterback race. 
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offense. It's a new challenge to coach the po- 
sition ata level the magnitude of Alabama.” 

Conventional wisdom has it that the pri- 
mary change in Alabama's offensive plan this 
year will be to throw the football downfield 
rather than short passes that marked most of 
last season. McCorvey pointed out that “We 
threw the ball downfield more late in the 
season last year. That's because the running 
game improved. If you don't have a good 
running game, the defense can drop back 
and make you throw underneath. When you 
have the good running game, that leads to a 
lot of one-on-one coverage on the receivers 
and then you can throw downfield.” 

McCorvey said Bama would probably keep 
in all of the offense it has and keep basically 
the same terminology. “There aren't going to 
be wholesale changes because the players 
are familiar with what we have,” the coach 
said. “But we've got to be smart about what 
we're doing and when we do it. We've got to 
practice the things that are going to be effec- 
tive. You gain confidence by doing things 
well. We'll probably work on fewer things to 
gain that confidence, then begin to add on.” 

McCorvey said, “I think we can be a good 
team at quarterback. We're going to have to 
look at what each can do and take advantage 
of the talents each has when he is in there. 
That means we've got to have enough stuff 
in our offense to take advantage of their tal- 
ents.” 

The Tide coach said that Kitchens is basi- 
cally a drop back passer; that Tucker and 
Foust are more runner types, able to roll out 
and sprint out; and that Phillips is a 
combination, able to drop back or throw on 
the move successfully. 

There has been no talk of one of the quar- 
terback candidates moving to another posi- 
tion, but that could be an option at the end 
of the spring if there is a clear number one 
and number two. Although Tucker went 
into the spring hoping to be either first or 
second, most believe he is destined to be at 
best a down-the-line quarterback. However, 
if either Foust or Phillips is not in the race 
for quarterback and moves to another spot 
(wide receiver or defensive back would be 
most likely), Tide coaches believe that 
Tucker would be more than adequate as the 
third man. 

All of the quarterback candidates are 
pleased with the off season program that 
preceded spring training. The quarterbacks 
ran and lifted weights, but also got with 
their receivers to throw several days a week. 

Here is a look at the quarterback candi- 
dates. 


REDDIE KITCHENS, 6-3, 235, has gotten 
high marks for his passing this spring 
despite the fact he thinks his arm 
strength is only at about 75 per cent. 
Kitchens injured his shoulder against 
Mississippi State last year, then aggravated 
the injury in the season finale against 
Auburn. “It just hasn't responded 100 per 
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Freddie Kitchens 


cent to treatment,” Kitchens said. “A month 
before the start of spring practice 1 couldn't 
throw at all. 1 still can't throw with the ve- 
locity | had,” he said as Bama reached the 
mid-point of spring practice. 

But the upcoming junior from Atalla can 
see a silver lining in the cloud of the injury. 
“I've been trying to get better with my touch 
on the ball, placing it rather than forcing it,” 
he said. “This injury may have helped me 
with that. I don’t know if I'd be a good quar- 
terback if I didn’t have this arm. I'd like to 
think I would be and I'm working to be a 
good quarterback without the arm. If you 
rely on it too much, eventually you come up 
short. There’s no question there are times 
when I count on being able to beat a defen- 
sive back with my arm. | probably can't 
throw the ball much over 50 yards right 
now.” 

Kitchens has always been known for his 
cannon, both in football and in baseball. It is 
nothing for a healthy Kitchens to throw a 
pass 75 yards. As a baseball pitcher his fast- 
ball was clocked at 93 miles per hour when 
he was in high school. In fact, it was playing 
baseball that he first suffered an injury that 
affected his passing, but it was a completely 
different injury than the one that has him 
slowed now, His baseball injury was a pulled 
muscle in the chest. His current injury is a 
strained muscle in his shoulder. An MRI ex- 
amination revealed there was no torn mus- 
cle and no damage to the rotator cuff. 

Kitchens is also trying to improve his foot- 
work and “I'm always trying to improve on 
reading defenses and coverages. | never did 
that before I got here.” 

In fact, Kitchens didn’t start out in football 
to be a quarterback. He was a running back 
in Pee Wee football, then went out for his 
middle school team in the seventh grade. “1 
wanted to be a tight end,” he said. “They 


had us out doing these little drills and a cou- 
ple of us picked up a ball and started throw- 
ing it around. One of the coaches hollered at 
me and | figured | was in trouble, but he just 
wanted to know what position | played. 1 
told him tight end and he told me that I was 
going to be a quarterback.” 

The sore arm this winter kept Kitchens 
from doing as much throwing as he would 
have liked, but he plans to spend all sum- 
mer in Tuscaloosa with a handful of Tide re- 
ceivers. However, Kitchens said he did have 
a good off season running and lifting 
weights. “I just didn't lose as much weight 
as | would have liked,” he said. He admitted 
that he flirted with the 250 mark in the off 
season, and plans to be “somewhere in the 
220s” when he reports in August. “I've al- 
ways been big,” he said. 

Kitchens said being the clear-cut number 
one quarterback probably affects the offense 
more than it does him personally. “It feels 
good to be running the offense, but I'd still 
be competing just as hard whether I was 
number one or not,” he said. “But | think it 
provides stability offensively to know who 
the number one quarterback is.” 

He said that spring training under 
McCorvey is going well. “The goals are the 
same, but the approach is simplified,” he 
said. “We still want to run the ball, throw ef- 
fectively, and not have turnovers. 

“| like Coach McCorvey. I think he was on 
my side last year. I'm glad he’s the offensive 
coordinator and | feel like he's going to do a 
great job.” 

Kitchens started the Mississippi State and 
Auburn games last year after having backed 
up Brian Burgdorf through the first nine 
games of the year. He completed 63 of 127 
passes for 881 yards with three touchdowns. 
Against Auburn he passed for 302 yards. 
Still, its one pass that was ruled incomplete 
that most stands out in an evaluation of 
Kitchens. In the final seconds of a 31-27 
loss, Kitchens hit Curtis Brown in the 
Auburn end zone. However, Brown was 
ruled out of the back of the end zone. 

“['ve never gone back and looked at it,” 
Kitchens said. “At the time I was just hoping 
Curtis would hang on to it. | was blocked 
out, but I saw the guys up front, Will Friend 
and Pete DiMario, and they thought we had 
scored. I'd probably have gone back and 
looked at the tape if it had been ruled a 
touchdown.” 

Nevertheless, Kitchens thinks it was good 
experience for him. “I thought I didn't con- 
tribute to losing,” he said of the Auburn 
game. “Our system was based a lot on the 
quarterback not having turnovers. That's the 
kind of game where if we could go back and 
change one of about 10 plays we'd probably 
win, If I had had a few more games under 
my belt it might have helped. But that one 
game was the experience of a year. It had all 
the emotions, every aspect of football in one 
game. | think that game gave me enough ex- 
perience to start out this year.” 
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‘ARREN Foust, 6-3, 207, won't have 
a chance to showcase his talents 
before an appreciative fan audi- 


ence this spring. Last year he was the star of 
the A-Day Game. This year there will be no 
spring game because of work being done on 
the drainage system at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. Foust would like to have the 
spring game. “I think every chance you get 
to play in front of fans is beneficial, but I 
also realize that we get more work done ina 
regular practice than we do in a spring 
game,” he said. “It was exciting last year.” 
Foust rallied the White team to a 16-10 lead 
late in the game, then switched jerseys and 
was marching the Crimson goalward when 
time ran out. 

Prior to this spring Foust’s experience was 
primarily as scout team quarterback in 1994 
and in his A-Day performance. Last year he 
was the number two quarterback for a cou- 
ple of weeks while Kitchens sat out a sus- 
pension, but that didn’t translate to playing 
time. When Kitchens returned, Foust was 
relegated to third team quarterback, and the 
third teamer gets almost no practice once 
the season starts. 

“1 was mostly just an observer during 
team drills,” Foust said. “That has its good 
points and bad points. It's good to be able to 
see what's going on and how things are 
being done, but nothing beats repetitions for 
getting better.” 

Foust said he is more comfortable this 
spring than he was last year. “And it's more 
exciting the closer you get to the top spot. 
Last year we had a senior and Freddie. This 
year I'm getting more repetitions. You can 
only split the pie so many ways.” 

He said he’s taking advantage of that prac- 
tice time “concentrating on doing the things 
I need to do to make myself a better quarter- 
back.” 

Foust said that his strength as a runner is 
a plus. “Anytime the quarterback carries the 
ball it puts pressure on the defense,” he said. 

Although the sophomore was Oklahoma 
Prep Player of the Year at Midwest City, he 
has an Alabama family background and his 
parents now live in Pensacola, Florida. 


ANCE Tucker, 6-0, 185, a junior from 
Lives, is listed number one on the 
lepth chart, but not at quarterback. In 
addition to his quarterbacking duties, 
Tucker is the holder on field goal and extra 
point attempts. For that reason, this will be 
a doubly important spring for him. 

“| like to think of myself as a quarterback, 
but I know my position and I know my 
job,” Tucker said, “I'm grateful for the op- 
portunity I've had to contribute to the team 
as holder, but I'd like to chip in at quarter- 
back, too.” 

Tucker thinks this spring, his third one, is 
the most exciting “because | know the 
coaches are going to be looking at everyone 
and everyone has a chance to win a position 
ora back-up position. The quarterback posi- 
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Those in the spring quarterback race for Alabama this year are (left to right) sophomore John David 


Phillips, sophomore Warren Foust and junior Lance Tucker. 


tion needs a lot of work. Freddie's got the 
most experience, but even he needs a lot of 
work.” 

Tucker acknowledges that his strength asa 
quarterback is as a sprint out man. “Even 
though John David and Warren are a step 
ahead (in the 40-yard dash) of Freddie and 
me, I've always been able to throw pretty 
well on the run. In fact, it amazes Freddie, 
but I can throw farther on the run than I can 
dropping back.” 

Tucker knew that with Michael Proctor 
having graduated that more time would be 
spent this spring on the quest to find a 
placekicker. As the holder, that means he 
has extra duty. But he said it doesn’t inter- 
fere with his quarterback work since the 
placekicking practice is done at a separate 
time from team offensive work. 


oHN Davip PHILLIPS, 6-3, 210, said, “I'm 

at the bottom of the totem pole, and 

that’s where I should be. Coming out of 

ing training, I hope | will have moved up 

a little in the eyes of the coaches. | need to 

let them know I'm capable. I need to gain 

confidence in myself and I need my team- 
mates to have confidence in me.” 

Although Phillips has never taken a snap 
ina college football game, he has a variety of 
experience that should help him as Bama's 
quarterback. Phillips, a third-year sopho- 
more, lettered as a true freshman. Although 
he was listed as a defensive back, he got 
most of his playing time on special teams. 
Nevertheless, his practice time was in the 
secondary. Last spring and early last fall he 
worked as a wide receiver. McCorvey thinks 
that experience is an advantage for Phillips 
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at quarterback. 

“His time in the secondary should help 
him in reading coverages and because he 
spent some time at wide receiver when he 
lines up at quarterback he knows what the 
receivers are doing,” McCorvey said. 

Phillips, a sophomore from Anniston, 
agrees that his experience at other positions 
“will pay future dividends,” and also thinks 
that his time last fall will help. 
“Quarterbacking the scout team was good ex- 
perience,” he said, adding, “but I'm glad it’s 
over with. I got a good idea of what a college 
defense is like, but sometimes its hard to im- 
prove physically because its so hard to even 
get a pass off against our defense, But I feel 
like it improved the mental part of my game.” 

Phillips made some off-the-field news just 
before the start of spring training. He pulled 
into a fast food restaurant to get a hamburg- 
er and was accosted by a gang of seven 
toughs. Phillips suffered two black eyes and 
a cut under one eye before making his es- 
cape. He said the injuries did not affect his 
quarterback work. 

Phillips agrees that he is perhaps the most 
versatile of the quarterbacks, but also sees 
the downside. “I think I'm capable of doing 
both (drop back and sprint out passing), but 
I can't drop back as well as Freddie and | 
can't roll out as well as Warren, so I need to 
step my game up. | think I’m capable of 
doing both well, but I need to work.” 

Phillips said his attitude in spring training 
is “to try to go out and have fun and let my 
talent take over. | try not to puta lot of pres- 
sure on myself. Every snap is not do or die 
in the spring. I'll do the best I can and see 
what comes of it.” 
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Powerful Tide will host 
NCAA Championships 
in Coleman Coliseum 


efore the season began, as the season 
Bee: and for weeks afterwards, 

Coach Sarah Patterson told anyone 
who would listen that the 1996 edition of 
the Alabama gymnastics team was a good 
team that could be great. 

“We have the potential, if we work very 
hard, stay healthy and continue to move for- 
ward, to be a great team,” Patterson said in 
September. “Right now, with the talent that 
we have on our team, we are a good team.” 

The nation’s coaches agreed with 
Patterson’s assessment of the Tide’s 
potential. And since the Tide is one of the 
premiere programs in the history of gymnas- 
tics, a ‘good’ team at Alabama can, and did, 
garner the top spot in the National 
Association of Collegiate Gymnastics 
Coaches Association's pre-season poll. 

There were other signs that pointed to- 
ward 1996 being a special season for the 
Tide. Alabama had won the right to host the 
NCAA Gymnastics Championships, April 
25-27. They were coming off a Southeastern 
Conference Championship season. The last 
time Alabama won the NCAA title, they 
were hosting the championships and had 
just come off the 1990 SEC title. These were 
among the factors that created an air of ex- 
citement in Tuscaloosa that has continued to 
grow throughout the season. 

The foundation for the pre-season poll 
had been laid the year before and was based 
on solid ground. The Crimson Tide had fin- 
ished second for the third year in a row at 
the NCAA Championships. From that team 
Alabama returned everyone save for All- 
America Chasity Junkin of Tuscaloosa. 
Returning were six All-Americas including 
1995 SEC vault champion Kim Kelly, 1994 
SEC Freshman of the Year Meredith Willard 
and 1995 SEC uneven bars champion 
Stephanie Woods. The Tide added three of 
the nation’s top freshmen to an already po- 
tent squad. 

All of the pre-season hype though was 
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Senior Kim Kelly, a three-time All-America, was ranked number one in the nation in floor exercise and 


had four perfect scores of 10 in vault this season. 
based on what the Tide had on paper. With 
reigning champion Utah lurking just behind 
the Tide at number two in the pre-season 
poll and the always-talented Georgia 
Bulldogs not far behind at number five, the 
Tide would have to prove its worth on the 
floor. The road to the Tide's third NCAA title 
would have to go through both those teams 
and a host of others hungry for a taste of life 
on top. 
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he Crimson Tide's first challenge lay 

| down on the Plains of Auburn. As if 

it were not enough to have perennial 

powerhouse Georgia in the same conference, 

the Tide has the Tigers in state as well as in 

conference always waiting for a chance to 
dethrone them. 

In that first meet, Alabama showed any 

doubters there was the seed of greatness in 
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the Tide's group of 12 athletes. In a team ef- 
fort led by Willard’s all-around victory, the 
Tide posted a 194.45-189.60 victory. When 
the scores from around the country were tal- 
lied after that first week of competition, the 
Tide would be nearly a point better than its 
nearest competitor (the equivalent of two 
touchdowns in football terms). 

In that first meet Willard gave a glimpse of 
what her season would be like. Coming off 
an honors-laden freshman campaign, the 
Clemmons, North Carolina, native had been 
in and out of the lineup during her sopho- 
more year, battling a series of injuries. 
Willard picked her moments to return 
though, boosting the Tide to a record setting 
win over the Georgia Bulldogs and coming 
back to earn All-America honors at the 
NCAA Championships. Her 1996 campaign 
started with the junior winning the all- 
around against the Tigers, a feat she would 
duplicate seven times in eight attempts. 
Willard would not only win all-around titles 
she would do so with career-high scores. Of 
her six all around titles she has either tied or 
bettered her career best mark four times. 

Alabama continued to improve each week. 
In front of 7,662 fans, the Tide dismantled 
number 11 Nebraska and number 12 Penn 
State in its Coleman Coliseum opener. The 
Tide bettered its season opening score by a 
point and a half against the Cormhuskers and 
the Nittany Lions and stayed ahead of num- 
ber two Georgia by half a point. 

Florida would be the Tide's first big test. The 
Gators would roll into town boasting a num- 
ber four ranking and one of the nation's best 
all-arounders in Kristen Guise, the 1995 SEC 
all-around champion. Rising to the occasion, 
Alabama posted a 196.725, its second highest 
dual meet score ever, to beat the Gators in 
front of 9,260 fans in Coleman Coliseum, 

The fourth week of the season brought a 
classic number one vs. number two match- 
up pitting Alabama against its arch rival 
Georgia. Either Alabama or Georgia has 
brought home five of the last eight NCAA ti- 
Ues. Georgia has consistently been the na- 
tion’s most talented team, capable of great- 
ness on any given night. The night of the 
meet coincided with the ice storm that blan- 
keted much of the South. While the nasty 
weather had yet to hit Athens, temperatures 
had plummeted outside Georgia Coliseum. 
While everything outside the arena was 
frigid, the gymnastics going on inside was 
red hot. Alabama put together its second 
highest team score and highest road score of 
the season, but it was not enough to hold off 
Georgia's vault rampage. The Dogs scored an 
NCAA record on the vault that placed them 
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in front for good. The Dogs score was good 
enough to vault them into first place in the 
national standings. 

The Tide returned home after spending an 
extra two days in Athens, trapped due to the 
inclement weather, and turned right back 
around and headed out on the road to face 
number 12 Kentucky. Alabama rebounded 
from its loss to the Dogs with a 196.950, the 
program's second highest score ever. That 
score propelled Alabama back to the top of 
the National standings, which are figured by 
average scores. 

After picking up wins against 
Massachusetts and LSU the Tide, at 7-1 
overall, was ready for a rematch with 
Georgia. It was a night slammed full of ex- 
citement. ESPN, who the year before had 
named Alabama-Georgia gymnastics one of 
the greatest rivalries in all of college athlet- 
ics, was in the house for the meet as were an 
SEC and Alabama record 13,563 fans. That 
fan total is the largest crowd in the nation to 
see a gymnastics meet this season. Again it 
was number one vs. number two although 
the roles had switched with the Dogs hold- 
ing the number one ranking followed close- 
ly by Alabama at number two. 

When the tumbling was done, Alabama 
had, for the second year in a row, defeated 
Georgia. Alabama scored a school record 
197.550, a quarter of a point better than the 
previous record set against Georgia the year 
before and nearly a point better than 
Georgia's score. Willard posted her sixth all 
around victory, avenging her only loss of the 
season, with a career high 39,650. 

Bama closed out regular season competi- 
tion with another win over Auburn and 
went into the SEC Championship Meet with 
a 12-1 overall record, 6-1 in SEC meets. 

Georgia headed back to Athens and the 
Tide headed back into the practice gym, 
both teams along with Florida, Michigan 
and of course Utah, preparing for the stretch 
run to the NCAA Championships. Georgia 
will come back to Tuscaloosa with the na- 
tion's most talented lineup. Utah will come 
into the championships with big meet expe- 
rience that is second to none. The Utes have 
won 10 NCAA titles, including the last two. 
If given an opening, Utah knows how to 
win. Florida, Michigan and a handful of oth- 
ers are hungry for their first title and ready 
to step over the ‘Big Three’ should they 
stumble. 


labama heads into the stretch run 
A“ a potent lineup that is develop- 
ing into one of the finest squads in 
Tide history. Willard has held the nation’s 


number one spot in the all-around and on 
the floor exercise. Of a possible 36 events to 
this point in the season, Willard has com- 
peted 33 times. She has hit 33 of 33 rou- 
tines, a phenomenal display of talent and 
consistency. 

Senior Kim Kelly has focused all her con- 
siderable talent and ability on winning an 
NCAA title in front of the home crowd. Kelly 
has shared the number one floor ranking 
with Willard giving the Tide a potent one-two 
punch on that event. The Tide's other senior, 
Marna Neubauer, has turned things up a 
notch for her senior year turning into a solid 
all-arounder and spectacular uneven bars 
worker. Neubauer has been ranked as high as 
number three in the all-around this season. 
Alabama's two woman senior class has been 
second at the NCAA Championships each 
year of their careers. Both are hungry to take 
one step up on the awards dais. 

Junior Stephanie Woods has been consis- 
tently unbelievable all season. The Austin, 
Texas native has scored 9.9 or better seven 
times this season on the uneven bars, in- 
cluding a career high 9.950 at the Corvette 
Cup. She has scored 9.9 or better five times 
on the balance beam, leading one of the best 
beam squads the nation has ever seen. 

Sophomores Danielle McAdams and Shay 
Murphy have both been steady and strong 
contributors to the Tide lineup this season. 
McAdams has been ranked as high as num- 
ber three on the balance beam. Murphy has 
been ranked in the top 10 on both the bal- 
ance beam and the floor exercise. 
Sophomore Merritt Booth continues to show 
the form that made her an All-America a 
year ago. Booth has been top 10 in the na- 
tion on both the vault and the floor exercise 
throughout the season and is a staple in the 
Tide's uneven bars line-up. 

Sophomore Heather Nasser and freshman 
Gwen Spidle have both won important 
places in the Tide's line-up. Birmingham na- 
tive Nasser, a redshirt last season, worked 
her way into the Tide's vault lineup during 
the pre-season and has not left it this season, 
continuing to improve each week. Spidle is 
part of the Tide’s number one ranked bal- 
ance beam and floor exercise squads. 

Everyone associated with this team knows 
what is just down the road. Hosting the na- 
tional championships brings an added pres- 
sure, but it also brings the support of the 
home crowd, a factor that has won countless 
championships in the history of collegiate 
athletics. Every member of the 1996 
Crimson Tide wants to hear “The University 
of Alabama” after the phrase “And now your 
1996 NCAA Gymnastics Champions...” 
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Summer Sports Camps: 


University Has Something For Most 


by Stephen Craig 


Young athletes taught 
by Bama staff members 
in virtually every sport 


raining and instruction in excellence 
T: commonplace around the 

Capstone. As summertime rolls 
around, The University of Alabama athletics 
facilities are alive with teaching, develop- 
ment, instruction, and fun. 

Nearly every Crimson Tide sport offers a 
summer camp to help young and aspiring 
athletes improve their skills by learning 
from Alabama's coaches and their staff mem- 
bers. Featuring on-campus housing and 24- 
hour supervision, campers are also afforded 
meals prepared and served in the campus 
dining halls, along with other perquisites 
such as tee-shirts, workouts, and video tapes 
and personal evaluations of the campers’ 
performances. 

With a variety of plans and sessions to 
choose from, campers may select day camps, 
as many [ees are reduced for those who can 
provide their own transportation and local 
housing. Day camp fees do provide lunch, 
but not dinner. For those who select the 
overnight sessions, roommate preferences 
are allowed if the applications are received 
early enough. Camp staffers stay in the dor- 
mitories to provide full-time supervision for 
the campers. 

Here's a look at what each Alabama sport 
camp has to offer: 

BASERALL-Coach Jim Wells and the 
Crimson Tide baseball staff offer four ses- 
sions for up-and- 
coming baseball play- 
ers, Session one, June 
16-19, is designed 
specifically for pitch- 
ers and catchers in 
grades 7-12. Session 
two, June 19-22, is 
the hitters camp, also 
designed for players 
in the seventh grade 
and higher. Sessions 
three and four offer a 
variety of options. 
Session three, July 14=-17, is for players in 
grade six and under. The final camp, Session 


Jim Wells 
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four, is July 17-20 and for players entering 
seventh grade and above. 

Overnight campers will be housed in a 
university dormitory and served three all- 
you-can-eat meals planned and prepared by 
a dietician to provide maximum nutrition. 
The cost of each session for an overnight 
camper is $240 if registration is received 45 
days prior to the first day of camp, $265 
after that date. The cost for day campers 
(does not include breakfast or supper or 
housing) is $200 if paid prior to the first day 
of camp and $225 after the deadline date. 

To register or receive more information, 
write: Alabama Baseball Camp, P.O. Box 
870393, Tuscaloosa, Al 35487, or call (205) 
348-8858. 

BASKETBALL—The Bama Basketball Camp 
and Coach David Hobbs hold much in store 
for prospective campers. Two sessions are 
available, June 19-22 or June 23-26, for boys 
8-18, 

Various facilities will be utilized during 
the camps, such as Coleman Coliseum, 
Foster Auditorium and the Student 
Recreation Center. Campers will be housed 
in an air-conditioned campus Iacility, and 
the overnight campers will receive three 
meals a day which are planned, prepared 
and served by a dietician to provide maxi- 
mum nutritional needs of campers. 

Each day's agenda is packed with excite- 
ment, as guest speakers, counselors and 
coaches from the professional and college 
levels will share their knowledge and exper- 
tise in different phases of the game. 
Fundamental drills, free throw contests, 
three-on-three and five-on-five competition 
will be a part of the camp, as well as individ- 
ual and group instruction. The camp will 
culminate with an awards ceremony in 
which parents are invited to attend. 

The cost for a session is $250 with a $15 
deduction ($235) for applications received 
by May 1. The reduced rate is also offered 
for groups of five or more. Day campers 
(lunch, no dinner) may attend for $210. 

To attend, write: Dave Hobbs, c/o Bama 
Basketball Camp, The University of 
Alabama, P.O. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, Al 
35487, or call (205) 348-4551, 

Head women's basketball Coach Rick 
Moody also knows a little about coaching, as 
he led his Crimson Tide to the NCAA 
Tournament for the fifth consecutive season. 
Find out what he has to offer at the Lady 
Tide Basketball Camp. 

Offered in two sessions, the first is the 
Team Camp, open to girls on AAU, high 


school or junior high teams, Held June 12- 
15 at Coleman Coliseum, highlights include 
coaches chalk talk, work on special situa- 
tions and lectures, demonstrations and film 
from special guests. The cost for the Team 
Camp is $185 per person. 

The second camp, the overnight individu- 
al camp, is open to girls 10-18. Held June 
16-19 at Coleman Coliseum, campers will 
participate in team and individual competi- 
tion, along with coaches’ chalk talk, lectures 
and demonstrations, film study and work on 
special situations. The cost of the overnight 
camp is $230, with a non-refundable deposit 
of $100 submitted with the application. For 
day campers, the cost is $175 (includes 
meals). Trainers are on duty 24 hours dur- 
ing both camp sessions. 

For more information, write: Coach 
Cheryl Littlejohn, c/o Lady Tide Basketball 
Camp, P.O. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, Al 
35487-0393, or call (205) 348-7077. 

Foorsaut-Experience what it means to 
practice like the Tide at the 1996 Alabama 
Football Camp. Two sessions are offered 
with the emphasis 
differing at each. 
Bama Coach Gene 
Stallings and his staff 
run each camp, 
which are broken 
down by all posi- 
tions, except kicking. 

Session 1 is June 2- 
5, Session 2 June 5-8. 
Players in grades 2- 
12 are included in the 
camps broken down 
by the following: 
Grades 10-12 are included in the High 
School Camp; Junior High Camp for grades 
6-9; and the Junior Camp for grades 2-5. 

Cost for either session is $225, with full 
payment required for enrollment at the time 
of application. For more information, write: 
The Alabama Football Camp, P.O. Box 
870323, Tuscaloosa, Al 35487-0323 or call 
(205) 348-0808. 

Kickers, don't feel left out! The Alabama 
football facilities will once again host the 
10th annual Tiffin/Mohr Kicking School. 
The primary instructors are former All-SEC 
kicker Van Tiffin and current NFL punter 
Chris Mohr. 

The camp is open to day and overnight 
campers ranging from fifth through 12th 
grade. For day campers the cost is $195, 
which includes lunch. For overnighters, the 
cost is $210, which includes three meals and 
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lodging on campus. Only a limited number 
of campers can be accepted. For a brochure, 
write: Tiffin/Mohr Kicking School, PRO. Box 
870323, Tuscaloosa, Al 35487-0323 or call 
(205) 348-3624, 

Goxr-Hit the links this summer with 
Alabama Golf Coach Dick Spybey and 
Aubum Golf Coach Mike Griffin. The 1996 
Tide/Tiger Golf Academies will once again 
teach young golfers (boys and girls ages 10- 
18) the essentials of the game, including the 
five basic shots: putting, chipping, pitching, 
iron play and woods. Handling trouble 
shots, learning the rules of golf and 
developing strategy will also be taught while 
having fun on the course. 

Session 1 of the Tide/Tiger will be held at 
The University of Alabama June 9-13. 
Auburn hosts the second session June 16-20. 

Cost for the golf academy is $525, which 
includes insurance, housing, meals, practice 
balls, a cap and a camp tee-shirt. Day 
campers are also invited at a cost of $350 
(no food or housing). 

The camp has a limited enrollment and an 
entry deadline of May 31. To apply or re- 
ceive a brochure, write: The Tide/Tiger Golf 
Academies, P.O. Box 2564, Auburn, Al 
36831 or call Dick's wife Mary Spybey at 
(205) 348-3600. 

Gymnastics-Leam from the best as two- 
time National Championship Coaches Sarah 
and David Patterson offer their annual 
Alabama Gymnastics Camp. For more infor- 
mation, write; Alabama Gymnastics Camp, 
BO. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, Al, 35487 or 
call the gymnastics office at (205) 348-6161. 

Soccer-In only his second season at 
Alabama, Head Coach Don Staley and the 
Crimson Tide finished as Southeastern 
Conference Western Division Champions. 
Staley combines his years of playing and 
coaching experience to enable young players 
to improve and compete in high level soc- 
cer. 

This summer Don Staley’ Crimson Tide 
Soccer Camp offers four unique camps for 
soccer players of all ages. 

The Guys’ Skills Camp is June 10-14 and is 
a day camp that will challenge boys 15-18, 
including graduating seniors, with skills de- 
velopment, technical instruction and team 
tactics. Campers will receive lunch, dinner, 
match play, swimming, video instruction 
and a camp tee-shirt. The cost of the camp is 
$165, with a non-refundable deposit of $50 
accompanying each application. 

The Girls’ Boarding Camp is June 15-19 
and is designed to improve campers’ (ages 
10-18) skills by instruction according to age 
and ability, Ball skills, technique and overall 
understanding will be stressed, along with 
off-the-field lectures, films and demonstra- 
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tions for older campers from former colle- 
giate players and Staley’s staff of coaches and 
players. The cost of the Girls’ Boarding 
Camp is $295, and a non-refundable deposit 
of $100 must accompany each application. 

The Boys’ and Girls’ Pee Wee Day Camp is 
June 24-28 from 9 a.m. to noon and is 
geared to provide a fun way for novice play- 
ers to learn the game. Designed for ages 5-8, 
the cost of the day camp is $65 and a non- 
refundable deposit of $25 must accompany 
each application. 

The final Tide camp is the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Day Camp, July 8-12, The camp will chal- 
lenge campers ages 9-16 with skill and tech- 
nique development and team tactics. 
Campers will receive instruction, lunch, 
match play, swimming, video instruction, a 
soccer ball and camp tee-shirt. Cost for the 
camp is $100 and a deposit of $25 must ac- 
company each application. 

For more information, write: Crimson 
Tide Soccer Camp, c/o Don Staley, Camp 
Director, RO. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, Al 
35487 or call the soccer office at (205) 348- 
0143. 

Swimminc-Four sessions are offered by 
Alabama Head Coach Chuck Horton and 
Assistant Head Coach Vance Rose, who has 
directed the summer swim camp for nearly 
20 years. 

The 1996 camp consists of four one-week 
sessions, offered dur- 
ing the following 
weeks: May 26-31, 
June 2-7, June 9-14 
and June 30-July 5. 
The camp is designed 
for swimmers who 
have some sort of 
competitive swim- 
ming background, 
with Horton, Rose 
and their staff provid- 
ing instruction such 
as stroke analysis and 
correction. For those who do not wish or 
need to stay overnight, a day camp is also 
offered. 

Cost of the Alabama Swim Camp is $395 
for the first week for overnight campers and 
$305 for every additional week. For day 
campers, the cost is $275 per week. A $100 
deposit is required with each application, 
$50 of which is non-refundable. 

The Alabama Elite Swim Camp is designed 
as a training experience for the elite level 
swimmer. Long and short course workouts, 
stroke technique and dryland training are 
taught by two of the nation's best coaches in 
Chuck Horton and Vance Rose. 

The elite level of the Alabama Swim Cap is 
a two-week session and admission is limited 
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to those who have met time standards. The 
cost is $750 for two weeks ($420 first week, 
$330 second). Additional weeks will be 
$275 per week. Deposit of $100 is due with 
application, $50 of which is non-refundable. 
Balance of fees is due May 15, 

For more information or to register, write: 
Alabama Swim Camp, P.O. Box 6103, 
Tuscaloosa, Al 35486-6103 or call Coach 
Vance Rose at (205) 348-3914. 

Tennis-Alabama Men's and Women's 
Tennis Coaches Joey Rivé and Jim Tressler 
and their stafls hold the 1996 Crimson Tide 
Tennis Camp. Held at the indoor and out- 
door tennis facilities, campers 8-18 can par- 
ticipate in various areas of instruction in 
good weather or bad. 

The 1996 camp is held in three sessions, 
June 9-13, June 16-20 and June 23-27. 
Campers work on stroke development, play 
in game situations, receive individual in- 
struction, play in match play and get time in 
other recreational activities such as swim- 
ming and movies. 

The cost of the camp is $375 for overnight 
campers (includes meals and housing) and 
$225 for day campers. To receive more infor- 
mation, write: The Crimson Tide Tennis 
Camp, c/o Joey Rivé, P.O. Box 870393, 
Tuscaloosa, Al 35487 or call (205) 348-0377. 

VoLLEYBALL-The 1996 Dorothy Franco- 
Reed Volleyball Camp provides instruction 
for teams and individuals at every level of 
the game, Four camps are available: July 21- 
24 Skills Camp; July 24-27 Skills Camp; July 
28-31 Elite Camp; and July 31-August 4 
Team Camp. 

The Skills Camps are designed to teach the 
basic fundamental skills, strengthen weak- 
nesses and enable each camper to improve 
based on ability. Serving, passing, setting, 
hitting, blocking and defensive techniques 
are all part of the camper curriculum. 

The Elite Camp is designed to give the 
elite player a more advanced and rigorous 
training regimen. Campers must meet the 
prerequisite of at least one year of varsity 
level playing experience, and will be placed 
in groups in camp according to skill testing. 
Combination playsets, jump serving and ad- 
vanced offensive and defensive team systems 
are among the techniques taught. 

The Team Camp is designed to serve as a 
pre-season training camp and to provide an 
advantage for those teams headed into the 
fall season. 

The cost of all camps is $230 for the 
overnight campers and $150 for the day 
campers. To register or receive more infor- 
mation, write; The Alabama Volleyball 
Camp, P.O. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, Al 
35487-0393, or call Coaches Dorothy and 
Tom Reed at (205) 348-6161. 
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Olympic Update: 
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by Andrew Varble Il 


Former Tider wins his way 
back onto U.S. swim team 


oments after standing atop the 
Mie stands at the 1996 United 

States Swimming Olympic Trials, 
Jon Olsen, resplendent in an Alabama 
Swimming tee shirt, sat in the press room of 
the Indianapolis Natatorium. 

It was a scene reminiscent of one four 
years earlier in the same room. In 1992 
Olsen had finished second to sprint legend 
Matt Biondi in the 100-meter freestyle, the 
signature event of competitive swimming. 
Olsen had earned a spot on the United 
States Olympic Team, but many of the ques- 
tions to him centered on his famous team- 
mate, Biondi. This year, Olsen was the top 
finisher. But again, many of the questions to 
him concerned a teammate, this time Gary 
Hall, Jr., son of the two-time Olympian and 
Gold Medal winner. Hall finished second to 
Olsen in the Olympic Trials. Just as in 1902, 
Olsen was happy to answer questions about 
someone else, expressing pleasure at having 
Hall on the team with him. 

“My father is no Olympian, that's for 
sure,” Olsen said with a laugh. “My father 
works with computers at the University of 
Michigan and my steplather is a college pro- 
fessor at Middle Tennessee State University.” 

After a pause, Olsen added proudly, “I do 
have one athlete in my family, though. My 
first cousin, who has Down syndrome, won 
a couple of gold medals in swimming at the 
International Special Olympics in 1987 at 
South Bend, Indiana. When I finally won my 
gold medal on the relay in Barcelona (in the 
1992 Olympics), he came up to me and said, 
Jon, now you have a gold medal just like 
me.” 

Olsen has two gold medals after the last 
Olympiad, one that is his and the other that 
he gave to his mother right alter the games 
in 1992. At 26, he is one of the most experi- 
enced members of this Olympic team. While 
Biondi may have been the top dog at the 
1992 Olympic Trials, it was Olsen that the 
United States squad looked to in Barcelona. 
He was entrusted with anchoring both the 
400-meter freestyle and 400-meter medley 
relay teams to gold medal finishes. The 


24 


oe ee 


Olsen Will Go Ean More 


Jon Olsen won two gold medals in the 1972 
‘Olympic Games and will represent the United 
States in this summer's Atlanta Olympics. 
medley relay team tied the world record. 
Olsen also swam on the bronze medal 800- 
meter [reestyle relay team. 

Alter the Barcelona games, Olsen contin- 
ued in his role as America’s “Sprint King.” 
His teammates voted him captain of the 
1993 United States Pan Pacific team, where 
he earned four gold medals. He has earned 
gold for the United States in every major in- 
ternational competition between Barcelona 
and this meet. At the 1995 Pan Pacific 
Games, Olsen guided the United States 400- 
meter freestyle relay to a gold medal and 
world record finish, 


_ 


Gold 
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ven with all the success he has en- 
Fe Olsen still appreciates where he 

has been and the people he has met 
along the way. During the same press confer- 
ence, Olsen thanked a contingent of his for- 
mer Alabama teammates who made the trip 
to Indianapolis to cheer him on. Olsen noted 
that he had not seen some of those former 
Tide swimmers since he left Alabama to fol- 
low former Bama head coach and current 
United States Resident National Team Coach 
Jonty Skinner to Colorado to train as part of 
the first resident national team. 

“| heard them before I took the blocks,” 
Olsen said. “It really meant a lot to me to 
have those guys up there cheering.” 

Olsen's roots are deep in Alabama. A na- 
tive of Montgomery, he spent the first 16 
years of his life in Alabama, his family 
moved after his sophomore year, taking him 
to Jonesboro, Arkansas, but he returned 
every summer to Tuscaloosa, attending the 
Alabama Swim Camp as he had since he was 
eight years old. After his senior year in high 
school Olsen returned once again to 
Tuscaloosa, this time to swim for the 
Crimson Tide. His career at Alabama was 
filled with accolades, including four years as 
an All-America, five Southeastern 
Conference titles, and seven school records. 

And while Colorado Springs is his current 
address, Olsen has never forgotten the im- 
portant part of who he is, where he comes 
from and what is important. And in his 
press conference, it was evident that Olsen 
also remembered how to put others before 
himself. 


Iso making the United States team 
A a second time is Angel Martino, 

who did much of her training under 
Skinner while earning her masters degree at 
Alabama. 

Skinner also has a number of his United 
States Resident Team members on the squad, 
including Amy Van Dyken, David Fox, Mark 
Henderson and Tripp Schwenk. 

The director of the National Team is 
Dennis Pursley, a former Bama swimmer. 
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Football Fan Day: 
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No A-Day Game, But Plenty Of Activity 


here is a good chance that at least 
| two people are not going to be at all 
upset that Alabama isn’t having a 
spring football game this year. On Saturday, 
April 13, when the Crimson and White 
squads would ordinarily be going at it in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium in the A-Day Game, 
there will be no football. That's because of 
work going on to repair the drainage system 
under the field at the stadium. 

However, there will be football-related ac- 
tivities, and a couple of Crimson Tide fans 
are going to have an opportunity to earn 
more than just bragging rights. Most attend- 
ing will be there to see the annual Walk of 
Fame Ceremony at Denny Chimes or to get 
a photograph made with a star player or get 
the autograph of Head Coach Gene 
Stallings. There will be opportunities for 
that and more. 

But the fans who remember the day most 
will be those who have the opportunity to 
make a pass or a kick on Alabama's practice 
field. Success there could earn a couple of 
contenders $10,000 each. Those wishing to 
participate will be able to register at the 
Game Day Authentics building just beyond 
the right field fence of the baseball field. 
Three contestants will be chosen for each 
contest, one a series of football passes for 
accuracy, one a series of field goal kicks. No 
former college or professional football play- 
ers will be permitted to compete. 

The Paul W. Bryant Museum will be open 
from 8 a.m, until 5 p.m. 

Actual festivities begin at 11 a.m. when 
Stallings and last year’s captains (Brian 
Burgdorf, Tony Johnson, Shannon Brown 
and John Walters) participate in the Walk of 
Fame Ceremony, where the captains will 
place their handprints and footprints in the 
concrete with those of past Alabama football 
captains. 

Afternoon events will center around 
Coleman Coliseum. Members of the 1996 
football team and Coach Stallings will be on 
the concourse of the coliseum from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. to sign autographs. This replaces 
the Fan Day that has previously been held at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium in August. 

Although there will not be a football 
game, a special spring football magazine has 
been produced by The University and will 
be on sale. Posters and schedule cards will 
be available at various areas. 

At the same time there will be a special 
edition of “Tide Talk” on the Alabama radio 
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network with Tom Roberts and John Forney 
interviewing coaches, players and former 
players. The broadcasters will be on a stage 
with bleachers available for spectators. Doug 
Layton, the color man on Alabama football 
broadcasts, will be handling a quarterback 
challenge involving former Tide quarter- 
backs including Mal Moore, Scott Hunter 
and, perhaps, Bart Starr, among others. 
There are also plans to have a placekick 
challenge with former Tide kickers. 

There will also be entertainment, the mu- 
sical group “A Touch of Gray” performing 
from the steps of Coleman Coliseum from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

In the event of rain, outdoor activities will 
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be moved into Coleman Coliseum and the 
indoor practice field. 

Concession stands will be in operation in 
Coleman Coliseum. 

Although not open to the public, the “A” 
Club Alumni Association will also have its 
annual meeting and luncheon Saturday at 
the Football Building, meaning a number of 
former Bama athletes will be in attendance 
at the A-Day activities. 

There will be two sporting events that 
Saturday. The Alabama women’s tennis team 
will host Georgia on the varsity courts be- 
ginning at 11 a.m. The Crimson Tide base- 
ball team will host Mississippi State at 
Sewell-Thomas Stadium beginning at 4 p.m. 
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More Walk-Ons 

“BAMA has learned of at least two more 
football players who are expected to walk 
on with the Crimson Tide in the fall. Both 
are former Alabama high school stars who 
were wide receivers in Mississippi junior 
colleges the past two years. 

Chuckie Stevens, 6-1, 190, a former 
Birmingham Shades Valley player, played at 
Northeast Mississippi Junior College, while 
Terrance Samuels, 6-0, 180, a quarterback 
at T.R. Miller in Brewton, played at 
Northwest Mississippi Junior College. 

It had earlier been announced that place- 
kicker Jonah Dismukes of Mobile St. Paul's, 
center Ty Babcock of Albertville, and run- 
ning back-defensive back Jahi Henley of 
Nashville Hunter's Lane have said they will 
be walking on at Bama this fall. 


Smith To Arizona 

Gene Stallings may have been ready to 
have Homer Smith gone from his football 
coaching staff, but the highly-regarded 
Smith was not ready to end his coaching ca- 
reer, Smith, who will be 65 in the fall, had 
been reassigned in Alabama's athletics de- 
partment following last season. However, 
Smith considered himself as fired and went 
looking for new employment, He found it 
at Arizona, where he will serve as offensive 
coordinator under Head Coach Dick Tomey. 

As he did in 1990 when he left Alabama 
for UCLA, Smith will keep his home in 
Tuscaloosa and intends to retire in 
Tuscaloosa. He said that he had the highest 
regard for Alabama football and regrets hav- 
ing to leave, particularly because Alabama 
has what Smith called “a fantastic talent” in 
quarterback Freddie Kitchens. Smith also 
said, “The team that’s coming back has the 
best returning talent of any team I've ever 
been with.” 


Bryant-Denny Stadium 

There is good news and bad news at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. The good news is it 
appears engineers have identified the prob- 
lem with the drainage system and work is 
on schedule to have the system repaired 
and the field re-planted so there will be no 
problem in having the turf ready for August 
practice and fall games. The field, which 
has a natural grass Prescription Athletic 
Turf surface, did not drain properly when 
heavy rains fell prior to last year's 
Mississippi State game. The field is sup- 
posed to be drained through a series of slot- 
ted pipes beneath the turf with the water 
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then pumped away. Engineers said a turf 
bacteria caused the slots on the drain pipes 
to become clogged. 

The bad news concerns the addition of 
some 13,000 seats (including skyboxes) to 
the east side of the stadium. The University 
elected to have the $27 million project done 
with separate bids, a total of 17 bids. The 
second bid, for electrical work, came in at 
about $200,000 and 50 per cent over the es- 
timate. University officials are examining 
the bid, which means that the project has 
come to a standstill. 

The addition was planned to be complet- 
ed prior to the 1997 football season, but the 
delay jeopardizes that completion date. 


All-Stars 

Four future Alabama football players have 
been selected to represent the Alabama 
High School All-Stars against their counter- 
parts from Mississippi in the annual 
Alabama-Mississippi High School All-Star 
Classic. The game will be played at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, June 15 at Mobile’s Ladd 
Memorial Stadium. Each squad has 35 play- 
ers. 

Alabama signees Gorman Thornton, a 
tight end from Montgomery Jeff Davis; 
Kenny Smith, a defensive end from 
Stevenson North Jackson; and offensive 
lineman Kelvis White from Courtland will 
play in the game, as will placekicker Jonah 
Dismukes of Mobile St. Paul's, who has an- 
nounced plans to walk on with Bama in the 
fall. 

Tide signees Jamie Carter, a defensive 
lineman from Philadelphia Neshoba 
Central, and Rob-E Staten, a fullback- 
linebacker from Pearl, are expected to be 
chosen for the Mississippi all-star squad. 

This year's game will be televised for cable 
by SportsSouth. Tickets are available by 
calling (334) 478-3344, 

It had earlier been announced that 
Alabama signees had been selected for other 
all-star football games, Paul Hogan, a center 
from Valdosta, Georgia, picked for the 
Georgia squad to meet the Florida all-stars, 
and fullback Dustin McClintock of Ford 
High School in Quinlan, Texas, selected to 
play in the Texas-Oklahoma All-Star Game. 


Eligibility Update 

Bama football signee Jamie Carter of 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, received the good 
news he had been expecting when he 
learned that he had made a passing score on 
his ACT and will be eligible to join the 


Crimson Tide in August. 

That apparently leaves three of the 13 
signees not yet eligible. Heath Panks, a de- 
fensive lineman from Pearl River 
(Mississippi) Junior College, must pass all 
his class work and graduate with a suffi- 
cient grade point average. Kenny Smith, a 
defensive end from Stevenson North 
Jackson, is taking extra classes this 
semester in order to have a sufficient num- 
ber of core courses. Gorman Thornton, a 
tight end from Montgomery Jeff Davis, is 
considered least likely to gain eligibility as 
he needs to raise his grade point average, 
attain a sufficient number of core courses 
and pass the standardized test. 

Alabama signed 13 players in February 
even though the Tide is limited to bringing 
in 12 signees. The additional signature was 
obtained to guard against the likelihood of 
one signee not being academically eligible. 


All-State 

Alabama basketball signees Jeremy Hays 
of Boaz and Nicole Carruth of Sulligent led 
their teams to state championships in 1996 
and were named all-state. Both were select- 
ed to the Birmingham News Super All-State 
team and Carruth was named player of the 
year for the state. The Alabama Sports 
Writers Association named Carruth Miss 
Basketball. Isaac Spencer of Montgomery 
Jeff Davis was named Mr. Basketball, the 
second straight year for that squad to pro- 
duce the honoree. Last year’s Mr. Basketball 
was Brian Williams, who played for 
Alabama this year. 


Basketball Honors 

One of the great stories in college basketball 
this year is that of Crimson Tide center Roy 
Rogers. An almost unknown prior to his se- 
nior year, Rogers got his chance when 
Antonio McDyess, his former roommate, 
elected to go into the National Basketball 
Association dralt last spring. Rogers respond- 
ed with a record-setting year and was a unan- 
imous selection as All-Southeastern 
Conference this year. He was also named an 
honorable mention All-America by 
Basketball Weekly. 

Junior Eric Washington was a second 
team AIL-SEC performer this year. 

On the women's side, Shalonda Enis, who 
was national junior college player of the 
year in 1995, was a first team All-SEC selec- 
tion, a third team All-America by the 
Associated Press, and a finalist for Kodak 
All-America. 
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Freshman Dominique Canty was named 
first team Freshman All-SEC and was also 
named the most valuable player in the SEC 
Tournament. 


Classroom Success 

The success of Coach Rick Moody’s 
Alabama women’s basketball team is well- 
documented. And Moody's players are also 
getting the job done in the classroom. Four 
members of this year’s Crimson Tide team 
were named to the SEC's Women’ Basketball 
Honor Roll, Because freshmen and transfers 
are not eligible, that means four of the seven 
eligible players made the academic honor 
squad. Only Vanderbilt (with five) had more 
honorees than Bama. 

Leah Monteith of Centre received her sec- 
ond citation, while first-time honorees are 
Cara Crosslin of Muscle Shoals, Pam Duncan 
of Carrollton and Jennifer Teeple of 
Savannah, Georgia. 

Eric Washington was selected Men's 
Academic All-SEC. 


Coach Suspended 

Athletics Director Glenn Tuckett temporar- 
ily has relieved Volleyball Coach Dorothy 
Franco-Reed of her duties. The Tide volley- 
ball team went to Georgia for a “non-tradi- 
tional season” match the weekend of March 
15, but neither Franco-Reed nor her hus- 
band, Associate Coach Tom Reed, accompa- 
nied the team. Assistant Coach Orlando 
Valle is coaching the squad in the absence of 
Franco-Reed and her husband. 

Ina written statement, Tuckett said, “Due 
to internal problems regarding team mem- 
bers, Coach Franco-Reed did not make the 
trip to Georgia...During the next few days 
the athletic administration will take the op- 
portunity to review the total volleyball pro- 
gram. We hope to reach a conclusion to this 
situation as quickly as possible.” 

Tuckett did say the suspension of Franco- 
Reed was not related to any possible viola- 
tion of NCAA rules. 


National Champion 

Andrew Owusu ended his Alabama track 
and field career on a high note as he won the 
national championship in the long jump at 
the NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. Owusu, who had completed 
his outdoors eligibility in 1995 by winning 
the SEC title in the long jump, captured the 
NCAA indoor title on his fourth and final 
jump, a leap of 25-feet, 11-inches. 

Owusu also earned All-America as he fin- 
ished filth in the triple jump with a jump of 
over 53 feet, He scored all 14 points amassed 
by the Alabama men's team of Coach Doug 
Williamson as Bama finished tied for 16th in 
the nation. 
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Owusu, a native of Aburi, Ghana, will rep- 
resent his nation in the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Adanta. 


Swim Success 

The Alabama women’s swimming and div- 
ing team posted its fourth consecutive top 20 
finish at the NCAA Championships, finish- 
ing 13th with 112.5 points.The 1996 cham- 
pionships marked the 13th time since the 
meet'’s inception in 1982 that the Crimson 
Tide has finished in the top 25. 

Bama was led by outstanding individual 
finishes by freshman Rania Elwani, juniors 
Ann-Sofie Joennson and Dana Bleich and se- 
nior Stacy Potter. 

Elwani earned All-America honors in both 
the 50- and 100-yard freestyles, finishing 
fifth and fourth respectively, The pre- 
medicine major, already the school record- 
holder in the 50 and 100 events, lowered her 
100 mark by a tenth of a second. 

Johnson earned All-America in the mile for 
the second straight year. The business major 
finished seventh, bettering her season-best 
mark by more than 10 seconds. 

Bleich, the Tide's lone diver at the champi- 
onships, posted the Tide's highest finish, tak- 
ing third off the platform. An honorable 
mention All-America last year, Bleich's per- 
formance at this year’s championships 
earned her first team honors. 

Potter, the most-decorated individual in 
Tide history, finished her storied career with 
a seventh place finish in the 100 butterfly. 
That finish earned Potter the seventh indi- 
vidual All-America of her career. 

Freshman Jenny Dudley earned honorable 
mention All-America honors in both the 100 
and 200 backstroke. Dudley finished 16th in 
the 100, then came back in the 200 and shat- 
tered the school record that she set earlier in 
the year by more than a second, Dudley's 
mark is more than two seconds faster than 
any previous Bama swimmer. 

Potter, sophomore Laura Lloyd, senior 
Amy DeVasher and Elwani combined to fin- 
ish 11th in the 200-yard freestyle relay, earn- 
ing the group honorable mention All- 
America. The quartet also combined to earn 
honorable mention All-America in the 400- 
yard freestyle relay, finishing 14th. 

Potter, junior Francine Mathot, sophomore 
Karen Jones and Elwani combined to finish 
12th in the 200-yard medley relay and 13th 
in the 400-yard medley relay, both efforts 
good for honorable mention All-America. 


Bad Break 

Jill Breslin, a freshman star for Alabama's 
women's tennis team, suffered a broken wrist 
during drills seven matches into the season. 
Breslin, who played between number two 
and number four for Coach Jim Tressler's 


team, had helped the Tide to a 6-1 record at 
that point. After the break Bama went on a 
four-match losing streak. 

Although the first prognosis was that 
Breslin would miss the remainder of the sea- 
son, the diagnosis has brightened recently 
and the Abescon, New Jersey, native may be 
ready for the SEC Tournament, April 25-28 
in Gainesville. 

Breslin won two tournament titles in fall 
play, including the B Singles draw of the 
Tide's Roberta Alison Fall Classic. 


Gymnastics Attendance 

Alabama finished its five 1996 home gym- 
nastics meets averaging 9,301 fans per meet, 
best in the Southeastern Conference by more 
than 2,000 per meet. The Tide's 13,563 at- 
tendance against Georgia set a new SEC 
record and is the largest gymnastics crowd in 
the nation this year. Bama’s average was an 
increase of about 1,300 per meet over 1995, 


Gymnastics Tickets 

Tickets for the NCAA Gymnastics 
Championships, to be held in Alabama's 
Coleman Coliseum April 25-27, are available 
through TicketLink in Alabama. Tickets may be 
ordered by calling 1-800-277-1770 statewide or 
715-6000 in Birmingham. 


Football Media Guide 

Orders are now being accepted for the 
1996 Alabama Football Media Guide. The 
publication will be available for mailing in 
early August. Although the guide will be 
available at selected newsstand outlets in 
Alabama for $12, it is available by mail for 
$15 (check payable to University of 
Alabama) by writing Football Media Guide, 
PO. Box 870391, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 

Advance orders may also be made for 
1996-97 men’s basketball ($10), 1997 base- 
ball ($8) and 1997 gymnastics ($8). 


Tide On Web 

The Alabama Athletics Department now 
has an official presence on the World Wide 
Web. The Tide’s home is www.ua.edu. From 
there, net-surfers can follow the Crimson 
Tide Sports link to the Athletics Department 
site. 


Dem Bones 
Former Alabama basketball star Antonio 
McDyess, who is making a serious run for 
Rookie of the Year in the National Basketball 
Association after being the second player se- 
lected in last year’s draft, has already earned 
one “honor” this season. McDyess, who had 
completed only two years at Bama before 
turning professional, was selected to the All- 
Bones Team by the Sporting News. McDyess 
is 6-8 and 205, 
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1995-96 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men’s Basketball 

Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
93, Marathon Oil (Exh.) 4 
89 Croatia (Exh.) 85 
84 Winthrop 69 
74 @ North Texas 72 

‘Tennessee Tech 78 
100 Mercer B 
80 Florida A&M 390 
80 Tulane 79 

Cessna Classic at Wichita, Kansas 
49 St Peters 59 
64 Bucknell 72 
80 Vanderbilt 71 
7 @LSU (SS) 99 
72 Auburn 65 
56 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 55 
62 Tennessee 53 
67 @ South Carolina 90 
63 Arkansas (ESPN) 71 
63 @ Ole Miss 70 
68 Florida 65 
68 @ Syracuse (CBS) 81 
83 @ Southern Miss 69 
55 @ Georgia (JP) 68. 
75 @ Auburn 72 
76 LSU (JP) 73 
65 @ Kentucky (ESPN) 84 
65 Mississippi State (JP) 3 
98 @ Arkansas (JP) 89 
67 Ole Miss 63 
SEC Tournament @ New Orleans 
65 Tennessee (JP) 7 
National Invitation Tournament 
72 @ Illinois (ESPN) 69 
72 Missouri 49 
68 @South Carolina (ESPN) 67 
@ New York 

March 26 St. Joseph's (ESPN) 8:00 
March 28 Tulane or Nebraska TBA 


Men's Swimming & Diving 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
118 Kentucky 120 
136 Lsu 107 
Nov. 11 Florida cancelled 


Nov, 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 


Dec. 1-3 Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 
80 North Carolina State 60 
76 Florida State 61 
124 NE Louisiana 7 
90 @ Auburn 138 
Feb. 7-10 SEC Championships 
@Knowville 6th 
Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
26 Tennessee 85 
30 Georgia 82 
March 28- NCAA Championships 


March 30 @ Austin, Texas 
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Women's Basketball 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
OF Australia (Exh.) 36 
84 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 80 
Sheraton Capstone Inn Classic 
87 Central Florida 58 
79 Maine 43 
95 East Tennnessee State 64 
Central Fidelity Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
85 @ Richmond, 57 
67 Connecticut 81 
Garden Plaza Classic @ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
92 Jackson State 62 
68 Middle Tennessee State 53 
83 Georgia (SS) 89 
4 Bethune-Cookman 35 
Howard Bank Classic @ Burlington, Ver. 

UNC-Greensboro 62 

73 Vermont or San Diego 52 
Junkanoo Shootout @ Nassau, Bahamas 
71 Oklahoma 62 
70 Western Kentucky 64 
92 @ Arkansas 85 (OT) 
55 @ Ole Miss (SS) 65 
o7 Mississippi State 64 
74 @ Northwestern State 69 
66 Kentucky 51 
69 Auburn 67 
69 @ Tennessee (SS) 81 
105 Alabama State 42 
86 LSU 60 
58 @ Auburn 75 
73 Florida 54 
59 @ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 73 
75 @ South Carolina (OT) 68 
SEC Tournament @ Chatianooga 
65. Auburn 59 
86 Lsu 70 
60 Tennessee 64 
NCAA Tournament @ Tuscaloosa 
95 Appalachian State 66 
88. North Carolina State 68 
NCAA Regional @ Seattle 

76 Stanford (OT) 78 


Women’ Swimming & Diving 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
14 Kentucky 129 
153, LSU 89 
Nov. 11 Florida cancelled 


Nov. 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 


Dec. 1-3 Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 
100 North Carolina State 40 
102 Florida State 38 
75 @ Auburn 65 
81 Michigan @ Auburn 59 
Feb. 7-10 SEC Championships 

@ Knoxville 4th 

Georgia Invitational @ Athens 

75 Tennessee 63 
53 Georgia 86 


March 21- NCAA Championships 
March 23. @Ann Arbor, Michigan 13th 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
194.45 @ Auburn 189.60 
195.725 Penn State 191.7 
195.725 Nebraska 189.45 
196.725 Florida 193.675 
196.125 @ Georgia 197.425 
196.95 @ Kentucky 195.45 
196.675 Massachusetts 191.4 
196.5 @1su 193.275 
197.55 Georgia 196.675 

Corvette Cup @ Columbia, Mo. 

195.175 Missouri 188.45 
195.175 Illinois State 187.825 
195.175 Bowling Green 187.05 
196.875 Auburn 193.975 
March 29 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
April 13 NCAA Regionals 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 25- | NCAA Championships 
April27  @ Tuscaloosa 

Men's Indoor Track 

Date Event Finish 
Jan. 20 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. First 
Jan. 27 LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 
Feb. 3 SEC ys. ACC Challenge 

@ Gainesville 
Feb. 11 Butler Invitational 

@ Indianapolis 
Feb. 24-25 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington Ninth 
Feb. 29 Florida Fast Times 

@ Gainesville 
March 1-2 USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 
March 8-9 NCAA Championships 


@ Indianapolis, Ind. 16th (tie) 


Women's Indoor Track 
Date Event Finish 
Jan. 20 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark, Second (tie) 


Jan. 27 LSU Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 
Feb. 3 SEC ys. ACC Challenge 
@ Gainesville 
Feb. 11 Butler Invitational 
@ Indianapolis 
Feb. 24-25 SEC Championships 
@ Lexington Tenth 
Feb. 20 Florida Fast Times 
@Gainesyille 
March 1-2 USATF Championships 
@Alanta 
March 8-9 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis Did not score 
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1996 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 

Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
Olive Garden Classic @ Kissimmee, Florida 
7 Georgia Tech (SS) 2 
10 Wake Forest ¥ 
6 North Carolina 7 

Centenary 

Centenary 

Centenary 

Middle Tennessee 


@ Northeast Louisiana 
@ Northeast Louisiana 
@ Northeast Louisiana 
Radford 

Radford 
UNC-Greensboro 
UNC-Greensboro 
UNC-Greensboro 

@ Samford 

@ Georgia 

@ Georgia 

@ Georgia (12 innings) 
Murray State 

Murray State 

Florida 

Florida 

Florida 


i} 


is) 
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0 Eastern Kentucky 

Eastern Kentucky (10 inn.) 

Tennessee 

Tennessee 

Tennessee 
March 26 @South Alabama 6:30 
March 27 @ South Alabama 6:30 
March 29 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
March 30 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
March 31 = @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
April2 Auburn @ Montgomery 7:00 
AprilS — @ Kentucky 6:00 
April 6 @ Kentucky (SS) 2:00 
April7 — @ Kentucky 1:00 
Aprill0  Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 
Aprill2 Mississippi State 7:00 
April13 Mississippi State 4:00 
April 14 Mississippi State 2:00 
April 17 @Alabama-Birmingham 6:05 
April 19 Ole Miss 7:00 
April 20 Ole Miss (SS) 2:00 
April21 Ole Miss 2:00 
April 24 Samford 7:00 
April26 @LSU 7:00 
April 27 @1Lsu 2:00 
April28  @LSU 2:00 
May 3 @ Arkansas 7:00 
May 4 @ Arkansas 2:00 
May 5 @ Arkansas 2:00 
May10 Auburn 7:00 
May 11 Auburn @ Hoover 7:00 
May 12 Auburn 2:00 


SEC Baseball Tournament 
May 15-19 @ Hoover 
NCAA Regionals 
May 23-26 TBA 
College World Series 
May 31- © @ Omaha, Nebraska 
June 8 


Times are central SS-SportsSouth 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
7 Troy State 0 
7 Georgia State i) 

SEC vs. Big Ten Challenge @ Chicago 
3 Northwestern 4 
6 Michigan State 1 
* Miami 1 
4 Samford 3 
6 Southern Miss 1 
4 South Carolina 3. 
1 @LsuU 6 
oe Kentucky 3 

Blue-Gray Championships @ Montgomery 
5 Tulane 
1 Ole Miss 
3 New Mexico 
4 Florida State 
March 23. @ Mississippi State 
March 25 @ Ole Miss 
March 27. @ Arkansas 
April6  @ Tennessee 
April @ Alabama-Birmingham 
Aprill2 Georgia 
Aprill6 = @ Auburn 
April 19 Florida 
April 21 Vanderbilt 11:00 
April 25- SEC Championships 
April28  @ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Times are central 
Men's Golf 

Date Event Finish 
Feb. 10-11 Gator Intercollegiate 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 7th of 15 teams 
March 1-3 Imperial Lakes Intercollegiate 


@ Lakeland, Fla. 8th of 21 teams 
March 22-24 Southeastern Intercollegiate 
@ Montgomery (Lagoon Park) 


March 29-31 Carpet Capital Collegiate 
@ Dalton, Ga. 
April 19-21 Billy Hitchcock Intercollegiate 
@ Auburn 
May 10-12 SEC Championships @ TBA 
May 16-18 NCAA East Regional @ TBA 
May 28 NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Chattanooga 
Men's Outdoor Track 

Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 

@ Auburn Sth 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
April 6 Georgia Invitate @ Athens 
April 13 Crimson Classic 
April 20 Mt SAC Relays@ Walnut, Cal. 
April 20 LSU Alumni Gold 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 26-27 Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 16-18 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Enugene, Ore. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 
Jan. 26-29 @ Georgia Invitational 
7 Georgia Tech 2 
6 South Alabama 3 
5 @ Indiana 2 
3 @ Notre Dame 4 
7 Alabama-Birmingham 2 
7 Auburn 2 
5 Kansas 4 
1 @ South Carolina 5 
1 @ Clemson 8 
4 @ Tennessee 5 
1 @ Vanderbilt 6 
2 Ole Miss 7 
8 Florida International 1 

@ Miami 11:00 
March 25. @ Miami Noon 
March 28 @ Florida 2:00 
April7 Kentucky 1:00 
April 10 @ Mississippi State 2:00 
April 13 Georgia 11:00 
Aprill4 LSU Noon 
April20  @ Arkansas 11:00 
April 25- SEC Championships 
April 28 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
May 10- NCAA Championships 
May19  @ Tallahassee, Fla. 
Times are central 

Women’s Golf 

Date Event Finish 
March 1-3 Lady Gator Invitational 


@ Gainesville, Fla. 10th of 13 teams 
March 15-17 Fairwood Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge, La. (7th of 18 teams) 
March 22-24 Lady Gamecock 
@ Columbia, S.C. 
April 12-14 Liz Murphy Invitational 


@ Athens, Ga, 

April 19-21 SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville, Tenn, 

May 9-11 NCAA East Regional 
@ Auburn 

May 22-25 NCAA Championships 


@ Palm Springs, Cal. 


Women’s Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 
@ Auburn 3rd 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 


April 6 Georgia Invitate @ Athens 
April 13 Crimson Classic 
April 20 ML SAC Relays @ Walnut, Cal. 
April 20 LSU Alumni Gold 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 26-27 Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 16-18 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Eugene, Ore. 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they're just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


—)) MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 
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COLLEGIATE COLLECTABLES PRESENTS... 


Denny Chimes 
W 6%" x H 10" x D 61/2" 


Univ. of Ala. Sign 
W 79/5" x H 15/4" x D 24/3" 


HE COLLEGIATE EXPERI- 

ENCE embodies much more 

than just-a college educa- 

tion, It prodices a personal 
relationstip with and love for an insti- 
tution that forever becomes a part of 
one’s life, 

Each Collegiate Collectable is metic- 
ulously designed and crafted with that 
lifetime collegiate pride in mind. Ex- 
treme care is given lo insure hight qual- 
ity standards are metand to protect 
the value and collectability of each 
piece. 

Each handpainted Collegia 
fable, strictly limited imissue 
daidually numbered and harid-in- 
Spected for quality, workmanship and 
verification of production number as- 
Signment, Indwidual pieces are: pro- 
duced only during the year of issuance 
alter which production is halted and 


2 Call 


In addition, cach Collegiate Collec- 
table isvotficially licensed and saitho 
ticed by the Universily.of Alabanta, 
Revenues generated by licensed prod- 
uels assist (he unib in carrying 
nt its education mission through 
scholaeships andiacadentic programs 
©1995 Collegiate Collectables 
P.O. Drawer 360207 Birmingham, AL 35236 


1995 Alabama Collection Release 


The President’s Mansion is Collegiate Col- 
lectable’s 1995 release for the Alabama 
Collection. This building, built in 1841, was 
one of only four campus buildings to sur- 
vive when Union troops raided the Univer- 
sity in April 1865 and stands today as a 
symbol of the University’s heritage. This 
piece is a perfect complement to Colle- 
giate Collectable’s 1994 initial Alabama 
Collection release, Denny Chimes, The 
issue size of the President’s Mansion is 
strictly limited to 5000 pieces. 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


University of Alabama Sign 


President's Mansion 
We9"xH7"xD9g'h" 


THE ALABAMA COLLECTION 
1995 Release 


The President's Mansion 
Issue Size: 5000 


1994 Release 

Denny Chimes 

Issue Size: 3000 $69.95 
(limited number available) 

Alabama Collection Accessory 

University of Alabama Sign $24.95 


$69.95 


To Order: 
1-800-750-4567 


Monday - Friday 8a.m,-5p.m, CT 


Also available at selected retail outlets. 
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been giving Alabama 
fans therinside story 
| omvall aspects of 
Grimson Tide Football 
7 since 1979. Our 
/ | readers get the facts 
| and figures, but/Also 
~~ get the story behind 
the story. We profile the stars and the 
, stars-to*be;‘coaches, and even the/stars of 
¢ * yesteryear as We remember Alabama ™ 


iti PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR | 
ig tradition. And for the best and most accurate y Peaticeiee) (OLURAMAIEDIE 
Ah recruiting information;nothing compares. “\ ONLY $35.00 


A subscription brings you"19 full-color 


aS ----4 


i Total amount enclosed $____for ___ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
magazines and 14 newsletters add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 

mailed first class. We oe) Gran Make checks payable to; ‘Bama Magazine 

don’t stop with football z Fuscaloos, AL 35486 


season, either. Keep up 

with all Alabama sports, 

August through May.’ 

Great gift idea, t6o! (i } eu 
‘ To: (ame) 


Payment Enclosed___  Mastercard___ Visa__ 


Bank Cardé Exp. Date 


(address) 

(ay) (state) (2) ——__ 
Daytime Phone Number New Subscription __Renewal_ 
Ir Tas Is A Gr, 

Gift From: ame) 


 —— ————— 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
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